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Nanotechnology is an emerging branch of research and technology development. Up to now, safety aspects have not yet been thoroughly researched enough in order to allow for conclusive assessments regarding postulated risks. At the same time, concerns about potential risks are being raised and there are first signs of a public debate. Not least against the background of the experiences in the area of biotechnology, a foresighted nanotech policy is necessary, which is based on profound and well presented analyses. As documented in the first half of 2006 by two projects, on the state of risk and accompanying research (see ITA project and Joanneum Research project) there is massive need for research and communication. We aim to meet these needs in this project.
The heart of the research project is to continually survey, analyse and summarise the state of knowledge regarding potential health and environmental risks of nanotechnology. For the first time in Austria, these important aspects of technology development will be under systematic scrutiny and beyond single R&D projects, that is investigated on a meta level. At the same time, research gaps will be identified and differing assessments made transparent. This is what we call a risk radar, which will be the basis for a clearing house on questions of potential health and environmental risks. NanoTrust will be an information desk and promoter of discussion: Both for the general public, the administration and the nano research community a sort of service point will be established for questions regarding the assessment of security issues.
The project is funded for at first three years (09/2007 – 08/2010) by the Austrian Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology (BMVIT).
Project homepage:

http://nanotrust.ac.at 
Project staff:
Tel.ext:
E-mail:
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ufiedeler@oeaw.ac.at  
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agazso@oeaw.ac.at 
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NanoTrust will …
… be the Austrian clearing house for questions of how we deal with potential health and environmental risk of nano technologies, both for citizens and administration, politics as well as the research community;

… network with the core national and international actors and hence form an information platform;

… build up an encompassing, annotated bibliographic database on potential environmental and health risks and risk governance, which will be made publicly available via the Internet;
… elaborate dossiers on „hot topics“ in the national and international discussion on risks of nano technologies; these dossiers address the general public, administration and the research community;
… establish a link collection in the Internet, which will provide quick and structured access to core actors and activities in the field of nano technologies;

… provide a German glossary and a FAQ database targeted to the Austrian, i.e. answers to frequently asked questions;
… organise regularly workshops and conferences regarding special topics as for instance on the communication on nano technologies or on open questions of risk assessment;
… identify important open issues of risk assessment and
… contribute to the research on nanotechnology with own contributions from a technology assessment perspective.

Further Information on the state of activities 
and first results in the Internet:

http://nanotrust.ac.at
Project NanoTrust


Integrative Analysis of the State of Knowledge Regarding Health and Environmental Risks of Nanotechnology
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Contact:





PD Dr. Michael Nentwich (Director)


Institute of Technology Assessment (ITA)


Strohgasse 45/5


A-1030 Vienna


Tel.: +43 1 515 81 – 6583
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