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Thank you for your interest in the 2011 call. 
This Guide for Proposers contains information concerning the 7th call within the framework of 
the Programme Action Line “National cooperative RTD Projects” - Research and Technology 
Development in Project Clusters. 

 
 
The following organisations have kindly contributed to this document in the context of the 
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o Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology (BMVIT) 
o Federal Ministry of Science and Research (BMWF) 
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o Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG) 
o Austrian Science Fund (FWF)  
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1. MOST IMPORTANT FACTS 
 

The Austrian  NANO Initiative  ... 

·  is a comprehensive funding programme  for nanoscale sciences and nanotechnologies 
(NANO) in Austria. 

·  is based on 3 pillars : research funding – networking – education & training. 

·  forms an umbrella over support measures  on the national and regional levels. 

·  is carried by several Ministries, Federal provinces and funding agencies.  

·  is coordinated strategically by the BMVIT (Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and 
Technology) and on the operative level  by the FFG (Austrian Research Promotion Agency). 

 

This document ... 

·  invites the coordinator of the existing RTD Project Cluster under the official reference number  
BMVIT GZ603.034/13-III/I5/11 to submit a proposal for the extension of the duration of the 
existing RTD Project Cluster PLATON in 2011 only. For more details on the RTD Project Cluster 
PLATON see http://www.nanoinitiative.at/pl1  (Project Number, Acronym, Titel) or in chapter 
2.4.2 of this guide.  

·  provides basic information  on the Austrian NANO Initiative. 

·  contains all details for proposers concerning the project type “National Cooperative RTD 
Projects” and the funding instrument “Research and Technology Development in Project 
Clusters “, or RPC for short  

·  contains clear advice concerning the budgeting of the extension of the duration of the 
projects, the finalisation of the ongoing projects  and the request to re-submit – if applicable 
and essential for the project - those work packages / tasks in the new proposal which can/will 
not be dealt with in the current project.  

·  provides clear advice on the two-stage process  during which the submission of a  
Pre-Proposal (stage 1) and the submission of a Full Proposal (stage 2) is mandatory. 

·  offers two options to submit an RPC:  
An RPC – Type 1  usually consists of basic research projects (parts BI ), applied research 
projects (parts BII ) and the management (part A ).  
In an RPC Type 1 project, the coordinator is also invited to submit well-founded “Add-on 
Projects” (BI and BII projects are feasible). In this context applied research BII projects are 
preferred if applicable and suitable to the project. The integration of new independent partner 
organisations is welcome if suitable to the overall project goals and programme objectives. 
An  RPC - Type 2 consists of a single large-scale applied-research project (part B)  and a 
management part (part A). The work package structure of the RPC Type 2 comprehensibly 
reflects work steps and goals of the former individual BI and BII projects. 
In an RPC Type 2 project, coordinators are invited to add new research aspects and work 
packages which should predominantly include applied research, if applicable. The integration of 
new independent partner organisations is welcome if suitable to the overall project goals and 
programme objectives. 

·  provides information on an expected increase of interest by industrial partners  in the 
projects which should express itself in terms of investment / contributions or other aspects to be 
described (see chapter 2.5.5).  

·  is providing comprehensive information about the evaluation process and  

·  provides clear information on a Phasing-out option  if recommended for the Cluster. 
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The call ... 

·  addresses all NANO players  from universities and non-university research organisations, 
universities of applied sciences as well as enterprises, and scientific and technical associations / 
societies.  

·  welcomes transnational cooperations and international partners in the consortia, as long as 
national interests are protected, maintained and ensured. 

·  provides information that the national organisations listed above can act as project 
coordinators  only.  

·  requires a minimum number of at least 3 partner organisations, each from the field of science 
and enterprises to define an RTD Project Cluster. There are no further limitations in principle 
as to the composition of the consortia.  

·  establishes the minimum requirement of 2 independent partner or ganisations for setting 
up the consortium for an individual cooperative RTD Project (BI or BII) in an RPC Type 1.  

·  is based on the RTD Directive which is relevant to both basic research  projects  (BI) and 
applied research projects (BII) in an RPC.  

·  finances the efforts for cluster management (part A) in RPC – Type 1 and RPC - Type 2. 

·  supports projects with a duration of up to two years.   

·  requires the submission of an interim report   

·  allows only independent initial organisations to act as partners at the submission and contract 
stage. No ad-personam funding is possible, due to the fact that the RTD Directives apply. For 
universities §27 Type Projects  apply only. The FFG – Austrian Research Promotion Agency is 
the only contractor for all projects within a Cluster.  

·  is designed to support a Phasing-out  only based on the full proposal evaluation at all levels and 
based on the recommendation by the Jury. 

 

The budget …  

·  for the 7th call is 1,7 million euro . 

·  The overall budget for the Austrian NANO Initiative in 2011 is 2,7 million euro.  

 

The timetable …  

·  sets a fixed submission deadline  for Pre-proposals on 27 th May 2011, 12:00 noon  

·  sets a fixed submission deadline  for Full proposals on 19 th September 2011, 12:00 noon  

·  sets the draft timetable for the hearing  at the beginning of December 2011  

·  sets the periode for the funding decision - based on the selection process - in December 2011 

 

For more information and support …  

·  concerning the submission of proposals as well as downloads of the relevant call documents, 
please go to http://www.nanoinitiative.at/pl1 or http://www.ffg.at/nano  

·  contact the Programme Management Dr. Margit HAAS at FFG – Austrian Research Promotion 
Agency, Sensengasse 1, A-1090 Vienna, Austria;  
Tel. +43 (0) 5 7755 – 5080; e-mail: Margit.Haas@ffg.at 
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2. PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES and CONTENT of the CALL  

2.1. Background 
Nanosciences and nanotechnologies are regarded as being among the key technologies of the 
21st century. They constitute a new field for science, research and development, with an 
enormous potential for technological progress, as well as for opening up new markets and 
increasing turnover. This can also be seen from the increase in research expenditure 
worldwide: In 1998, governments all over the world spent around 600 million dollars on 
research and development in nanotechnologies; in 2002, this expenditure already amounted to 
2.1 billion dollars, and in 2006, investments of nearly 6 million dollars were expected. Europe 

is spending similarly large amounts as the US and Japan in this context (TA-SWISS 20061).  
In order to promote nanosciences and nanotechnologies in Austria specifically, the Austrian 
Council for Research and Technology Development (RFT) recommended setting up an 
Austrian NANO Initiative as early as in 2002, guided amongst other things by the international 
development. In 2004, this initiative was established as a multi-annual funding programme – 
aiming at increased networking, creating critical masses, making nanosciences and 
nanotechnologies utilisable for the economy and for society, and providing sufficient quantities 
of qualified technical staff. Nanosciences and nanotechnologies are generic and therefore 
cover many different scientific disciplines and fields of research. The Austrian NANO Initiative 
as a thematic programme uses the strength of this variety, and by intensive networking of 
science and industry enables the development of highly innovative state-of-the-art products 
with new physical or chemical properties. 
The Austrian NANO Initiative makes it possible for the first time to build up NANO competence 
in Austria in a targeted and strategic manner, and in addition puts emphasis on expanding the 
research competence by additional education and training measures, as well as by targeted 
funding of small and medium-sized enterprises.  
The Austrian NANO Initiative funds innovative high technology at the interface between basic 
and application-oriented research and uses national potential for targeted internationalisation, 
networking and qualification measures. 

NANO is a collective term used for research and work on structures at a scale of several 0.1 nm to several 100 nm. 

One nanometre corresponds to 10-9 metres. By manipulating matter and processes at this scale, specific chemical, 

biological, electrical, mechanical or optical properties of these materials and systems are created, which enable 

novel applications in the macroscopic world. Many special fields concern themselves with NANO, above all: biology, 

biotechnology, chemistry, electronics, energy technology, engineering, material sciences, modelling, medicine, 

micro-technology, optics and physics.  

Interdisciplinary cooperation between these fields is a fundamental challenge. It is therefore all the more important 

to build up responsible accompanying research on the "Opportunities, Risks, Regulations, Governance and the 

Public" complex of issues,2 which is additionally supported by the Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and 

Technology within the framework of the NANO Initiative, and beyond that in consultation with regional activities. 

                                                 
1 TA-SWISS (2006): Nano! Nanu? publifocus «Nanotechnologien und ihre Bedeutung für Gesundheit und Umwelt, Bern (Nano! 

What's this? publifocus Nanotechnologies and their Importance for Health and Environment, Berne). 
2 ITA (2006): Nanotechnologie-Begleitmaßnahmen: Stand und Implikationen für Österreich, im Auftrag des Bundesministeriums 

für Verkehr, Innovation und Technologie, Wien (Nanotechnology – Accompanying Measures: Status and Implications for 
Austria, published on behalf of the Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology). 
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2.2. Strategic Objectives of the Austrian NANO Init iative 
The Guide on hand provides a general overview of the programme structure and the individual 
programme action lines, and in particular serves as a guide for the submission of proposals for 
the extension of the duration of existing “Research and Technology Development Project 
Clusters (RPC)” and “Add-on Projects” to these existing clusters. Furthermore annex 6.1 offers 
comprehensive detailed information on the design of the Austrian NANO Initiative programme, 
the individual programme action lines, and the overall budget for the NANO Initiative in 2011. 
 
The Austrian NANO Initiative is a national programme for funding research and technology 
development under the overall control of the Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and 
Technology (BMVIT), and is carried out in cooperation  with the Federal Ministry of Economics 
and Labour (BMWA) and the Federal Ministry for Science and Research (BMWF) as well as 
the Federal provinces. It concentrates a series of research-related structura l and 
accompanying measures  of these institutions. The objective of the NANO Initiative is to 
promote the qualitative and quantitative growth of the Austrian NANO sector, and to integrate it 
even further into the European community of researchers. 
 
Nanosciences and nanotechnologies constitute a strategically important focus with a promising 
future for Austrian research and industry. Over the past years, they have developed 
internationally into one of the most important areas of research. They are regarded as the 
most promising emerging technologies with an enormous development and application 
potential in many sectors of industry and fields of life, and they could have similarly strong 
effects on our civilisation as the information and communication technologies have had over 
the last decades. 
 
The Austrian NANO Initiative was recommended and created for targeted support and funding 
of the emerging field nanotechnologies. The NANO Initiative is based on a broad discussion 
with players from the sciences and from enterprises, as well as competent representatives of 
ministries, Federal provinces, funding institutions and multipliers. 

 
The Austrian NANO Initiative is currently supported on the regional level by several initiatives 
in the Federal provinces  which are essential components of the Initiative. Through 
interaction and cooperation  between initiatives by the Federal state and by the Federal 
provinces, regional and national resources join forces, and joint interests are represented in 
the international context. There is therefore a substantial added value  for all players in the 
field of NANO. 

 
Due to the current European development in funding, the strategic planning of the Austrian 
NANO Initiative also takes bilateral and multilateral international cooperation on the 
programme level into account. Amongst other things, national funding programmes are 
opened up mutually within the framework of cooperation with a number of selected partner 
countries.  
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The Austrian NANO Initiative has the following stra tegic objectives: 

 
Programme Objectives 

Broadening the cooperation basis between science and industry  

Strengthening research competence in fields of application relevant to Austrian enterprises 

Accelerating technology transfer and increasing the economic utilisation of nanotechnology 

Improving access to know-how and to cooperation partners abroad 

Decreasing insecurities and information deficits with regard to health risks and environmental 
risks 

Establishing nanotechnology in the context of public perception of Austria as a research 
location, of science communication and of promoting young researchers 

 
 
The Austrian NANO Initiative consists of several programme action lines  which are 
described in detail in annex 6.1.1 
 
 

2.3. Objectives of the Programme Action Line "Natio nal Cooperative 
RTD Projects - R esearch in P roject C lusters” 

The Austrian NANO Initiative funds cooperative research, ambitious innovation and technology 
development in the nanosciences and nanotechnologies. The focus is on ambitious and 
multidisciplinary projects which lead to significant technological innovation. These should be 
able to open up new fields of application within a time frame of approximately four to seven 
years as an order of magnitude. Projects which aim exclusively at developing and marketing 
products cannot be funded.  
 
The objective of the "National RTD-Projects" progra mme action line  is building and 
strengthening research, technology and cooperation competence by funding strategically 
decisive research and technology developments in project cl usters in the nanosciences 
and nanotechnologies , in order to make substantial progress in technology and know-how 
for science and enterprises. 
Projects may range from basic research to technology development. 

Concentrating competences of industry and science and interaction between the relevant 
special disciplines play a key role in this context. 
 
An RPC is coordinated by a project cluster coordinator . The programme action line national 
cooperative RTD Projects – RTD in Project Clusters  has the following objectives : 
 

o Strengthening the cooperation between science and industry 

o Supporting multidisciplinarity 

o Developing existing strengths 
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o Facilitating real innovation 

o Positioning Austria internationally in selected fields 
 
Through research and technology development in project clusters, the national NANO Initiative 
aims at the following results : 
 

o Achieving a broad effect by integrating  the individual special disciplines, as well as 
through multidisciplinarity  and transdisciplinarity ; 

o Medium and long term orientation of the projects (e.g. 3 to 7 years); 

o Developing substantially new technologies  and proving their functioning by means of 
developing prototypes; 

o Austrian researchers and enterprises cooperating in international RTD activities  (e.g. 
EU programmes); 

o Contributing to education and training  of technical staff in industry and science through 
training, seminars and exchange of staff; 

o Cooperation between industry and science in defining problems and finding  
approaches to solutions : 
(a) in order to gain new insights into new technologies, systems and products, 
(b) in order to gain new insights into existing technologies and 
(c) in order to support future exploitation of RTD results. 

 
 

2.4. Subject of the call  
 

2.4.1. Applicable Definition of NANO 
The Austrian NANO Initiative is based on the following understanding :  
 
The NANO concept comprises both the nanoscale sciences and the nanotechnologies 
resulting from them. NANO concerns itself mainly with systems whose new functions and 
qualities are causally connected with the nanoscale effects of their components. The 
characteristic scales of these components lie between some 0.1 nm and a few 100 nm , with 
delimitations being mostly blurred and topic-related. The definition of the nanometre as the 
selection criterion for NANO projects often gives rise to discussions. A comprehensive 
explanation is also available in the Info Box in section 2.1 of this document. 
 
 

2.4.2. Subject area of the RTD Project Cluster PLAT ON 
The 2011 call predefines the research topics with regard to the content and the goals of the 
existing RPC PLATON. 
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Subject area with regard to the existing R TD Project C luster 

(1100) PLATON:   

Processing Light: Advanced Technologies for Optical  Nanostructures 

Coordinator: Univ. Prof. Dr. Gottfried Strasser, Technische Universität Wien 

 

More details  on the subject area of the Cluster is available at the website of the Austrian 
NANO Initiative under http://www.nanoinitiative.at/pl1  and on www.ffg.at/nano 

 

 
The coordinator and the partners of the RTD Project Cluster PLATON are invited to submit 
proposals for the extension of the duration  of their existing RTD Project Cluster as well as 
“Add-on Projects”  or new work packages / new aspects  to their existing cluster only. The 
integration of new independent partner organisations is welcome if suitable to the overall 
project goals and programme objectives. 
Any Austrian research institutions, firms and enterprises which are active in the NANO field are 
preferred as new partners, but international partners are also highly welcome to join the 
consortium. 
 
It is furthermore highly recommended to increase the number of industrial partners  in 
existing clusters. This means that new industrial and scientific partners can both be integrated 
in existing RTD Project Clusters. Furthermore both types of RTD projects (BI and/or BII) must 
fit the overall goal of the Cluster and in addition must not lead to the content of the Cluster as 
such being reshaped or redesigned.  
 

“Research and Technology Development Project Clusters“ will be shortened subsequently to 
“ RPC“ to make the expression easier to read. 
 

New projects in existing clusters from former calls  
 
The Guide for Proposers describes all aspects to be specifically  taken into account for 
submitting the extension of the duration of the existing RTD Projects / Cluster and for 
submitting new RTD Projects (Add-on Projects) / workpackages issued by the existing RPC. 
These new RTD Projects must present a new and essential component for the existing RTD 
cluster and should be essential for the final phase (phase 3) of the RPC.  
 
 
Relevant parts for the evaluation 
 
The proposers decide whether RPC Type 1 or RPC Type 2 is choosen for the extension of the 
duration of the existing RTD Projects (see chapter 2.5.1 and 2.5.2).   
The new applications of an RPC Type 1 or RPC Type 2  and the interim report  (29 month 
interim report of phase 2 ) will be evaluated and scored.  
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2.5. Eligible Project Types, Design of the Call and  General 
Requirements 

 

2.5.1. Eligible Types of Projects in the Call  
This document is exclusively relevant to the project type  RTD in Cooperation within the 
framework  of the Programme Action Line  National RTD Projects.  
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Although the cluster PLATON is called in for submitting the extension of 
the duration of the RPC, the cluster formally will end after the current funding periode. New 
contracts will be defined based on the results of the evaluation process in 2011.  

 
Only cooperative RTD projects  are funded under this Programme Action Line in 2011. This 
applies to the RTD Project Cluster as well as to individual RTD Projects in the Cluster.  
The cooperative aspect is provided by the cooperation of a minimum of two independent 
organisations in a single RTD Project and can be awarded higher funding rates (see section 
3.3)  
 
NEW OPTION:  
Proposers have two options for submitting a proposal for the extension of the duration of the 
existing RTD Project Cluster in 2011:   
 

�  ..submitting an RPC – Type 1 or  
�  ..submitting an RPC – Type 2  cluster (for more information see section 2.5.2) 

 
Table 1: Project Types in an RPC 

 PROJECT TYPES  

 

Research 
contract 

(Financing) 

National cooperative RTD projects 
(Funding) 

RPC Type 

Part A*  
 

RPC 
Management 

(Cluster 
Koordination) 

Part BI  
 

Basic Research 
(Grundlagen-

forschung) 

Part BII  
 

Industrial 
Research  

(Industrielle 
Forschung) 

Part BII  
 

Experimental 
Development 

(Experimentelle 
Entwicklung) 

RPC Type 1  
including  
Add-on Projects 

X X X X 

 
RPC Type 2 
 

X    X**   X** 

 
*Part A - Research contract, according to §10 sub-paragraph 13 of the Federal Procurement Act (BVergG) 
“Exemptions from the Scope of the Law“, Federal Law Gazette I No. 17/2006 as amended   
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**In an RPC Type 2 the Cluster Coordinator submits either a large-scale Industrial Research Project or a 
large-scale Experimental Development Project.  
 
 

2.5.2. Design of the Call, 1 ������  – Three stage submission procedure 
Projects submitted under this call will comprise partners from independent organisations from 
research and industry. An submission summary flowchart is provided in Appendix 6.4. 
 
The submission procedure consists of the following stages: 
�  1. stage:  Pre-Proposal Submission;  deadline 27th May 2011, 12:00 noon 
�  2. stage:  Full-Proposal Submission and submission of the 29 month interim report; 

deadline 19th September 2011, 12:00 noon 
�  3. stage:  ONLY IF RECOMMENDED BY THE JURY BOARD! 

Phasing out Submission – deadline 09th February 2012 
(an adaption of the costs and the workplan based on the submitted Full proposal)  

 
 

1st stage: Pre-Proposal Submission  
 
The pre-proposal submission facilitates the identification of expert evaluators and ensures that 
potential project applications are eligible under the 7th call and the funding rules. 
Please download the pre-proposal submission form from the website www.nanoinitiatve.at/PL1 
and complete the form.  
The Cluster Coordinator should take responsibility for completing and submitting the pre-
proposal submission forms(s) on behalf of the project partners. The completed pre-proposal 
submission form(s) should be submitted before the deadline: 27th May 2011, 12:00 noon.  
 
All pre-proposals received before the advertised closing date will be assessed for eligibility by 
the NANO Initiative Programmmanagement Team at FFG. A decision on eligibility for full 
proposal submission will be made and issued by 18th June 2011 at the latest .  
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:   
Please be aware that after submission of the pre-proposal the content of the abstract, the 
indicated coordinator and all partners listed in the proposal must be identically quoted in the 
full proposal and are not allowed to be changed.  
Any changes could lead to ineligibility of the full  proposal.  
(See also information about the Full Proposal submission). 
 
Pre-Proposals that are deemed ineligible cannot pro ceed to the full proposal 
submission stage.  Therefore it is highly recommend ed that proposers consult the 
programmmanagement (section 5.2) before completing their pre-proposal submission. 

 
 
Pre-proposal forms in an RPC Type 1 Cluster  should be completed for each individual part 
A, BI and BII of the cluster. A separate Excell File (xls) provides information about the 
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estimated costs and furthermore lists all experts which should be excluded from the evaluation 
process. 
Pre-proposal forms in an RPC Type 2 Cluster should be completed for each individual part 
A and B and should in addition provide information about the workpackage structure and their 
content. 
 
The pre-proposal has to be submitted in English, 2  duplicates (1 hardcopy of the complete 
set of pre-proposals with the original signature of the cluster coordinator and 1 copy of the 
complete set) and as well as an electronic version of all documents (MS Word and PDF format 
of the text file and an XLS format of the table sheets) – on a CD-ROM 3.  
 
Each individual pre-proposal file (pdf/doc and xls) is to be labelled in the following way: 
 

RPC Acronym_A or BI or BII_RP Acronym_call 2011 Pre Pro 
 
 
Responsibility of the Cluster Project Coordinator:  
 

·  By submitting the pre-proposal submission form to the Programme Management of the 
NANO Initiative at the FFG, the Cluster project coordinator  confirms that the 
information given in the pre-proposals is correct and complete and that he/she has 
received the “Guide for Proposers 2011”, including the regulations relevant to this Call 
for Proposals. 

·  The Cluster project coordinator and the partners  agree to supply further information 
if required. 

·  The Cluster project coordinator and the partners  agree for the information given in 
this pre-proposal form to be passed on to internal services in the funding organisation.  

·  The pre-proposal form may be transmitted to evaluators who are committed to secrecy 
(blocking notes concerning evaluators to whom the proposal must not be transmitted 
may be added).  

·  Furthermore all partners agree  on the content of the pre-proposal. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:   
In lieu of a Memorandum of Understanding, the project coordinator has to ensure that all 
partners have agreed the content of the pre-proposal before submitting the pre-proposal 
forms. 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), signed by the coordinator and by all partners, will 
only be required for full proposal submission and t he relevant templates are provided in 
the full proposal forms .  

 
 

                                                 
3 For firms, the balance sheets of the last three years on an annual basis have to be enclosed in simple form and in 

German, as a separate document (1 loose copy). 
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2nd stage: Full Proposal Submission  

 
Please download the full-proposal submission form and the 29 month report form from the 
website www.nanoinitiatve.at/PL1 and complete the forms.  
The Cluster Coordinator should take responsibility for managing the completing and submitting 
of the full-proposal submission form(s). The completed full-proposal submission documents 
and the 29 month report should be submitted before the deadline 19th September 2011, 12:00 
noon.  
 
All full-propsoals received before the advertised closing date will be assessed for eligibility by 
the NANO Initiative Programmmanagement Team at FFG and will be sent to the experts for 
evaluation.  
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:   
Please be aware that to be considered for evaluation, full proposal submissions must maintain 
the following pre-proposal content of the individual parts A, BII and, if applicable BI in an RPC 
Type 1.  
�  Abstract (The full proposal work programme must reflect the abstract from the pre-proposal 

stage) 
�  Cluster Co-ordinator Part A (must be the same as identified from the pre-proposal stage) 
�  Principal Investigators (Proposer / RTD-Project Coordinator) of the RTD Projects BII and, if 

applicable BI in an RPC Type 1 (must be the same as identified from the pre-proposal 
stage) 

�  Partner List (project partners must be the same as listed in the pre-proposals)  
 
Any changes could lead to ineligibility of the full  proposal.  
(See also information about the Pre-Proposal submission). 
 

 
 
Full-proposal forms in an RPC Type 1 Cluster  should be completed for each individual part 
A, BI and BII of the cluster. A separate xls.file provides information about the estimated costs. 
 
Full-proposal forms in an RPC Type 2 Cluster should be completed for each individual part 
A and B and should in addition provide information about the workpackage structure and their 
content.  
 
Furthermore the 29  month interim report is an integral part of the Full proposal submission 
of RPC Type 1 or RPC Type 2. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:   
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), signed by the coordinator and by all partners is 
required for full proposal submission. 
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In addition for international project partners a “Letter of Intent ” has to be signed with a legally 

valid signature by each foreign partner and it has to be attached at the stage of Full-Proposal 

submission.  

 
 
The Full-proposal has to be submitted in English, 2  duplicates  (1 hardcopy of the 
complete set of full-proposals with the original signature of the cluster coordinator and 1 copy 
of the complete set) as well as an electronic version of all documents (MS Word and PDF 
format of the text file and an XLS format of the table sheets) – on a CD-ROM.3.  
 
Each individual Full-proposal file (pdf/doc and xls) is to be labelled in the following way: 
This applies to RPC Type 1 and RPC Type 2 in the same way. 
 

RPC Acronym_A or BI or BII_RP Acronym_call 2011_Ful lPro 
 
The 29 month report has to be submitted in English  as… 

·  one report  which comprises all parts of the whole Cluster and in addition  

·  the submission of all individual 29  month reports  for each individual Project part  (A, 
BI and BII) is required,  

·  2 duplicates (1 hardcopy of the complete set of full-proposals with the original 
signatures and 1 copy). All files saved separately on the CD-ROM as individual file  
(MS Word and PDF format of the text file)  

 
Detailed information on the full proposal submission is given in section 2.5.3 and in section 3ff. 

 

 

3rd stage: Phasing out  

 
The Phasing-out concept of the Austrian NANO Initiative addresses the existing RTD Project 
Cluster and its existing RTD project structure. Phasing-out is only applicable to a RTD Project 
Cluster which is not recommended for an extension of the duration of the existing Cluster. A 
further requirement for Phasing-out is the recommendation of the experts / Jury Board to make 
a Phasing-out for this Cluster possible.  
 
The medium to long-term existence of the RTD Project Cluster should be ensured and its 
renewal should be guaranteed by a regular call for proposals such as the current 7th Call. 
 
The Phasing-out of an RTD Project Cluster facilitates the orderly and value-preserving 
completion of the research work within a maximum period of one year.  
 
More information is available in section 3.9. 

                                                 
3 For firms, the balance sheets of the last three years on an annual basis have to be enclosed in simple form and in 

German, as a separate document (1 loose copy). 
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2.5.3. Design of the Call, 2 ������  – Option RPC Type 1 and RPC Type 2  
The call offers for the extension of the duration of the existing RTD Project Cluster in 2011 two 
options, an RPC - Type 1 and an RPC - Type 2.  
 

Corresponding conditions for both RPC Types  
 

·  Duration of the Cluster project: Legally binding funding commitments  for the RPC 
PLATON are given for a maximum of 2 project years .  

·  The minimum number of all partners  in an RPC Type 1 or RPC Type 2  is 
independent to any other requirements and amounts to at least 3 enterprises  
(commercially oriented organisations) and at least 3 R&D organisations  (universities 
and non-university research organisations, Centres of Competence, universities of 
applied sciences, technical high schools). 

IMPORTANT NOTE:   

If the applicants can demonstrate in the proposal submitted that the national 
expertise required in a given basic research field is available in less than 3 R&D 
organisations, at least 3 groups should be formed (e.g. from 3 faculties or 3 
university institutes) supporting multidisciplinary proposals.  

·  The strategic orientation of the RPC  eligible for funding has to reflect the objectives 
of the Austrian NANO Initiative and of the programme action line. Only proposals which 
demonstrably correspond to the evaluation criteria listed in section 3.6. are eligible for 
funding. The requirements refer to both individual RTD projects and the RPC as a 
whole, and thus to projects which  

o lead to substantial technology and know-how advantages for the project 
partners and the consortium; 

o are a substantial strategic step towards improving competitiveness and 
positioning on the market for the project partners and the consortium;  

o have a medium and long term orientation; 

o have a positive effect on the further activities of the project partners and the 
consortium.  

·  Both RPC Typs facilitate the integration of different interrelated aspects  and thus 
create new perspectives. An ambitious joint RTD objective integrates the resources, 
infrastructure and expertise of the participating partners from science, technology and 
industry under a joint work plan and funding framework. In addition, carrying out 
supplementary project-specific activities is possible within the framework of an RPC 
according to the guidelines of the call, e.g. 

o Building and expanding supra-regional and international RTD cooperation 
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o Developing new skills and qualified specialists 

o Constantly assessing the potential impact of the technologies developed 

o Innovation management, including support for SME’s 

o Comparative measurement of performance 

o Supplying information 

 

·  The added value  of an RPC - Type 1 and RPC - Type 2 results from the interaction 
between basic researchers who provide new insights, industrial researchers who 
develop new technologies, and those exploiting results who facilitate new products and 
processes. The exploitation costs (e.g. patents, licences) cannot be funded under the 
budget of the call. It is therefore important to define clearly, and give reasons for, the 
interfaces  (“synergies“) between basic research/ers and industrial research/ers within 
the project cluster coordination.  

·  It should be ensured that projects are of a critical size with regard to their thematic 
scope and with regard to their number of partners and /or number of individual RTD 
Projects which should be above the minimum requirements. 

·  Furthermore, it is possible for partners to participate in several RTD project clusters, or 
in several RTD Projects and/or in several workpackages in individual RTD project 
clusters. Double funding is excluded, and all funding applications are checked with 
regard to double funding. The de-minimis aid is not taken into account. 

·  The underlying rules of the RTD Directives  apply to all B Projects. 

·  The proposal submission forms  for Part A and Part B Projects and the relevant xls. 
Format tables for A, BI and BII should be considered. 

·  For an extension of the existing RTD Project Cluster PLATON the 29 months report  
will be part of the evaluation too. The report has to follow the former given structure 
(part A, BI and BII).  

 
29 month reporting (interim report) 

In addition to the forms A and B the 29 month report of the ongoing cluster is an integrative 
part of the evaluation and provides relevant information for the reviewers. It has to contain: 
 
o Description of the work done until now. Overview of all RTD projects 
o Results until now and specific highlights/ deficiencies 
o Submission together with the proposal for prolongation.  
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Individual conditions for RPC-Type 1 (Option 1)  
RTD Project Cluster consisting of Part A, BI and BI I Projects 
 
The overall conception and the structural requirements for an RTD Project Cluster as already 
defined in former calls is still one option  for submitting a large-scale RTD Project Cluster.  
An RPC – Type 1 usually consists of basic research projects (parts BI ), applied research 
projects (parts BII ) and the cluster management (part A ).  
In an RPC Type 1 project the cluster coordinator and the principal investigators are invited to 
submit as well well-founded “Add-on Projects” (BI and BII projects are feasible ) too. In this 
case applied research projects (BII Projects) are favoured if applicable and suitable to the 
cluster. The integration of new independent partner organisations is welcome if suitable to 
follow the overall project- and programme goals. 
 
The proposal  for an RPC Type 1 is divided into the following parts4: 
 

Part A  
Project Cluster Coordination 

(Cluster Management) 
 
o Description of the complete Project 

Cluster Coordination including 
management 

o Overview of all RTD projects 
o Proposer: Cluster coordinator 

(responsible for central control) 
o Part A is separately defined and 

financed up to 100%. The 
management costs should not 
exceed 5% of the total project costs 
of the RTD Project Cluster. 

o The minimum number of all 
partners  in the RPC is 
independent of the number of RTD 
projects and amounts to at least 3 
enterprises  and at least 3 R&D 
organisations  

 Part B 
RTD Projects (RP) 

B I  Project “Basic Research“ 
B II Project “Industrial Research“ and/or  
B II Project “Experimental development” 
 
o Description of the individual RTD 

projects within the Project Cluster 
Cooperation 

o Proposer: coordinator of the RTD 
project (principal investigator).  

o There is a minimum of one RTD 
project  focussing on basic research 
and at least one RTD project  
focussing on industrial research and 
experimental development. 

o A total of at least four RTD projects  
form a project cluster RPC - Type 1. 

o Each individual RTD Project 
consortium consists of a minimum 
of two independent partner  
organisations   

 
In an RPC - Type 1  the projects have to be connected  with each other.  Strong interfaces 
are required. 
 

                                                 
4 The "Basic Definitions and Conventions" of the Frascati Manual (OECD / GD(94)84) have been used for the 

definition and delimitation of the concepts “research and technology development“. 
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The following minimum requirements have to be fulfi lled for an RPC - Type 1: 
�  A minimum of one RTD project  focussing on basic research and at least one RTD 

project  focussing on industrial research and/or experimenmtal development. 
�  Each individual RTD project (BI or BII) is defined by the collaboration of a minimum of 

2 independent partners  in terms of a common work- and costplan and jointly 
submitted RTD proposal. 

�  A total of at least four RTD projects form a project cluster RPC - Type 1. 
�  Part A (management of the cluster) is separately de fined and financed up to 

100%. The management costs should not exceed 5%  of the total project costs of the 
RTD Project Cluster. 

�  In the mid- and longterm the own contribution of industrial partners in the RTD 
Cluster should increase or at least should be retai ned.  

�  Within this type of cluster, the RTD projects are connected by joint topics and 
objectives . Each project partner can participate in several projects within the project 
cluster. An individual RTD project must be managed by a consortium  consisting of 
several partners, but must consist of a minimum of 2 partners. Depending on the 
focuses of its work and its tasks, each RTD project is assigned either to basic 
research  or to industrial research or experimental development . 

�  Basic research projects have to be coordinated by a university or a non-university 
research institution. In addition, universities are not allowed to coordinate projects in 
industrial RTD. Therefore a BII Project is always coordinated by an industrial  
partner (commercially oriented organisations).  

�  The RPC is taken over by the cluster coordinator whose task is to integrate  the 
individual RTD projects  and their RTD project partners  into the Cluster, and who is in 
charge of submitting the RPC proposal.  

 
 
Individual Conditions for RPC-Type 2 (Option 2):  
RTD Project Cluster consisting of Part A and a sing le large scale BII Project 
 
An RPC Type 2 structurally consists of a single large-scale applied RTD project (Part B) 
and management part (part A). 
The Workpackage structure in the proposal is comprehensibly reflecting work steps and goals 
followed in the former individual BI and BII RTD projects of the previous Cluster phase. 
In an RPC Type 2 project coordinators are invited to add new research aspects and 
workpackages at which the integration of predominantly applied aspects are expected if 
applicable. The integration of new independent partner organisations is welcome if suitable 
to follow the overall project- and programme goals. 
 
The proposal  for an RPC Type 2 is divided into the following parts5: 
 

                                                 
5 The "Basic Definitions and Conventions" of the Frascati Manual (OECD / GD(94)84) have been used for the 

definition and delimitation of the concepts “research and technology development“. 



 Austrian NANO Initiative  

Guide for Proposers 2011, 7th Call, Research and Technology Development in Project Clusters  Page 21 

Part A  
Project Cluster Coordination 

(Cluster Management) 
 
o Description of the complete Project 

Cluster Coordination including 
management 

o Overview of all workpackages in 
the single large scale Cluster 
project  

o Proposer: Cluster coordinator 
(responsible for central control) 

o Part A is separately defined and 
financed up to 100%. The 
management costs should not 
exceed 5% of the total project costs 
of the RTD Project Cluster. 

o The minimum number of all 
partners  in the RPC amounts to at 
least 3 enterprises  and at least 3 
R&D organisations  

 Part B 
One single large scale RTD Cluster 

Project (RPC) 
B II Project “Industrial Research“or  
B II Project “Experimental Development” 
 
o Description of the individual large 

scale RTD Cluster based on the 
worksteps and goals in the previous 
RPC (BI and BI structure) 

o Proposer: Cluster coordinator (Part 
A) of the RTD project.  

o There is a single large scale  RTD 
project  focussing on industrial 
research or experimental 
development. 

o Add-on Projects are not possible but 
coordinators are invited to add new 
research aspects and work 
packages  which should 
predominantly include applied 
research.  

 
 
An RPC - Type 2 is a single industrial research project or an experimental deve lopment 
project. 
 

The following minimum requirements have to be fulfi lled for an RPC  - Type 2: 
�  Part A (management of the cluster) is separately de fined and financed up to 

100%. The management costs should not exceed 5%  of the total project costs of the 
RTD Project Cluster. 

�  In the mid- and longterm the own contribution of industrial partners in the RTD 
Cluster should increase or at least should be retai ned.  

�  Within this type of cluster, the workpackages of the single RTD project (B) are  
connected by joint topics and objectives . Each project partner can participate in 
several workpackages within the project cluster.  

�  An RPC Type 2 should be coordinated by at least one commercially oriented 
organisation. An established industrial advisory Board of the cluster could fullfill the 
requirement as well. Management and decision finding structures have to be clearly 
defined in the proposal.   

�  The RPC is taken over by the cluster coordinator whose task is to coordinate and 
integrate the individual workpackages and aspects and their RTD project partners  into 
the Cluster, and who is in charge of submitting the RPC proposal.  

 
 

2.5.4. Design of the Call, 3 ������  - International Partners 
International Partners and transnational cooperations are highly welcome in the consortia as 
long as national interests are protected, maintained and ensured.  
More information is available in section 3.1.2. 
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Due to the current European development in funding, the strategic planning of the Austrian 
NANO Initiative also takes bilateral and multilateral international cooperation on the 
programme level into account. National funding programmes are opened up mutually within 
the framework of cooperations. 
 
Respectivly the programme action line Transnational RTD Projects of the Austrian NANO 
Initiative is explicitly funding transnational cooperations too (see appendix, section 6). 
Funding of the international partner has to be provided by their national funding agencies. 
 
 

2.5.5. Design of the Call, 4 ������  - Stimulating Industrial RTD Participation 
and Strengthening Application-oriented Research 

It is highly recommended to increase the number of industrial partners in existing clusters. This 
means that new industrial and scientific partners can both be integrated in existing RTD 
Project Clusters (see also section 2.4.2) 
 
RPCs offer companies the possibility of cooperating with universities and research institutions 
at a very early  stage of technology development, without taking any high risks. Conversely, 
scientific institutions should be enabled to develop their research results further into concrete 
applications. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: 
 
- Industrial contribution 
In the 7th call only the RPC PLATON applies for the 3rd phase of the cluster.   
Due to the fact that many fields of nanotechnologies are still close to basic research in 
character, projects with a low financial participation of enterprises are also admitted – but a  
contribution within a range of 15-40 % of the overa ll RPC financial volume, depending 
on the maturity of the cluster (excluding RPC management costs) has to be provided over 
the upcoming next 2 project years by the enterprises. This participation consists of any kind 
of mix of contributions (cash, in kind). Depending on topics, projects and development stages, 
this share should increase progressively in the Cluster over the overall duration of the RPC 
and should reach a standard rate of at least 50% in the medium/long term. However, all 
projects should have mechanisms for integrating firms as early as possible and should provide 
measures for implementing their research results (e.g. industrial support group).  
 
- Simualtion and modelling 
The Programme Management of the Austrian NANO Initiative recommends that the applicants 
take into account the importance of simulation and modelling at the nanom etre scale ; 
corresponding expertise, if available and appropriate for the Cluster, should be integrated. 
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2.5.6. Design of the Call, 5 ������  – Financial Requirements at Completion and 
Change-Over of the current RPC phase to the prospec tive RPC phase 

Although the cluster is called in for submitting extension projects, the cluster will formally 
expire after the current period  (RPC phase) based on the underlying regulations.  The new 
RPC contract will be drawn up for the next phase of the cluster, based on the results of the 
evaluation process, or the RPC will be invited for submitting a Phasing-out proposal based on 
the Jury’s recommendation and the decision of the BMVIT.  
 
Financial Requirements at Expiry of the Current RPC  phase  
For the next phase of the Project Cluster, the consortium is requested, if applicable, to extend 
existing RTD projects (BI/BII) into an RPC Type 1 or an RPC Type 2, and/or to submit “new 
Add-on Projects”. 
The consortia have to be aware of the following financial aspects when changing over from the 
current RPC phase to the next RPC phase. 
The RPC coordinator and the RP coordinators (principal investigators) have to ensure that all 
partners are aware of the financial requirements at completion. They are furthermore 
responsible for a clear description of the change-over  from the current RPC phase to the 
prospective RPC phase in the Application for Extension.  
 
 
Anticipatory Planning of the Proposers (see also th e form for the  29 month report for 
phase 1):  
o Work packages and/or individual tasks in the work p ackages which could not be 

completed, or could only partly be completed, within the current 3-years duration of the 
RPC projects, by the contractual expiry of the duration of the project and due to justified 
delays in the implementation of the project, have to be re-submitted proactively in the 
Application for Extension. These work packages / tasks have to be marked and described 
clearly in the Application for Extension. The work package costs comprise above all 
personnel costs, material costs and third-party costs.  

o We recommend making approved investments / purchases (appliances etc) which have 
not been ordered / purchased to date, within the current duration of the RPC, insofar as the 
development of the project justifies and requires their use.  
Important notice : For investments newly applied for in 2011 under the current RTD 
Directive, only the depreciation costs for the duration of the project can be claimed. 

o After the current RPC phase has been concluded according to the contract, auditing will 
also accept invoices for appliances etc. which have been ordered before the expiry of the 
duration of the project, but where the invoices were made out by third parties only after the 
expiry of the duration of the project. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE: 
- It is highly recommended  to follow the accepted work plan in the ongoing RPC  and / or 
to re-submit work packages / tasks in the 2011 Call, if necessary. 
- In case an RPC Project Cluster is not recommended  for extension  based on the 
Experts/Jury’s recommendation and the decision of the BMVIT, all relevant RTD Projects and 
the Cluster Management can apply for a cost-neutral extension  (if budget is still available 
within the project) for a duration of up to one year. 
- In case a Phasing-out is recommended  for the RPC Project Cluster, the cost-neutral 
extension is an integral part of the Phasing-out.  

 
The statements of account are audited by the FFG’s Auditing Unit after the completion of the 
current RPC phase. 
 

2.5.7. Design of the Call, 6 ������  – Relevant submission documents 

The Guide for Proposers as well as the forms for submitting the project application are 
available for downloading at http://www.nanoinitiative.at/pl1 . 

All project proposals are submitted to the offices entrusted with the management of the call. All 
persons participating in this process are bound to observe confidentiality. 
 
The funding application consists of the following documents: 
 
General Information  

1. NANO Guide for Proposers 2011, 7th call 
(NANO_GuideForProposers_PL1_20110404_EN.pdf) 

 
Pre-Proposel forms 

2. Text form for the Pre-Proposal – Part A  - including abstract, list of partners 
(PrePropFormPL1_TEXT_A_20110404_EN.doc)  

3. Text form for the Pre-Proposal – Part B,  for each individual RTD project - including 
abstract, list of partners (PrePropFormPL1_TEXT_B_20110404_EN.doc)  

4. Table form for the Pre-Proposal – giving an outline of the planned cost structure of the 
RPC and a list of experts which are excluded from the evaluation process 
(PrePropFormPL1_TABLES_20110404_EN.xls) 

 
Full Proposel forms  

5. Textform for the Management of the Cluster Part A including annexes  
(FullPropFormPL1_TEXT_PartA_20110404_EN.doc) 

6. Textform for RTD Project(s) Part BI and/or Part BII including annexes  
(FullPropFormPL1_TEXT_PartB_20110404_EN.doc) 

7. Cost Tables for part A, BI and BII  
(Full PropFormPL1_TABLES_20110404_EN.xls) 
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8. 29 Months Report of the RPC and the individual RTD Projects BI and BII  
(Reporting Form_29 month_Reporting_20110404_EN.doc)  

 
Phasing out Proposel forms 

9. Textform for the Phasing out of the Management of the Cluster Part A 
(FormPhasingOut_TEXT_Part A_20110404_EN.doc)   

10. Textform for the Phasing out of individual RTD Project(s) Part BI and/or Part BII 
(FormPhasingOut_TEXT_Part B_20110404_EN.doc)   

11. Phasing Out Cost Tables for part A, BI and BII  
(FormPhasingOut_TABLES_20110404_EN.xls) 

 
 

3. ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION ON THE CALL and 
LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

3.1. Eligible Participants and Target Groups  
 
The call equally addresses Austrian players from industry , universities and non-
university research organisations which jointly conduct cooperative research and 
technology development in clusters. 
The overall conception and the structural requirements with regard on the minimum number of 
partners forming an RPC-type 1, an RPC-Type 2 and an Add-on Project are defined in section 
3.3. 
 
Under the programme action line “National Cooperative RTD Projects - Research and 
Technology Development in Project Clusters”, funds can be awarded to the types of 
organisations listed below. International partners are explicitly welcome to participate as long 
as national interests are protected, maintained and ensured. 



 Austrian NANO Initiative  

Guide for Proposers 2011, 7th Call, Research and Technology Development in Project Clusters  Page 26 

 

3.1.1. Eligible partners  
 
The following participants are eligible: 
 

·  Enterprises in industry and trade, including users  

·  Scientific organisations such as universities, universities of applied sciences and 
technical high schools, as well as scientific and technical societies, non-university 
research organisations and single researchers. 

·  Competence Centres and other associations / societies 
 
NEW in comparison to previous calls:  

·  Universities are funded under §27 of the UG 2002 (University Organisation Act 2002). 

·  Basic research Projects (BI): The RTD Directive applies and FFG is the responsible 
funding organisation in the call 2011. 
 

·  NEW IMPORTANT NOTE (in german language only):   
"Privatuniversitäten, die gemäß dem Bundesgesetz über die Akkreditierung von 
Bildungseinrichtungen als Privatuniversitäten (Universitäts-Akkreditierungsgesetz - 
UniAkkG), akkreditiert wurden, dürfen gemäß §8 UniAkkG keine geldwerten 
Leistungen des Bundes erhalten. Dementsprechend sind Privatuniversitäten 
teilnahmeberechtigt, eine monetäre Förderung aus Bundesmitteln ist jedoch 
ausgeschlossen. 

 
Only the organisations listed above, (except private universities) can act as project 
coordinators of both RPCs and RTD projects. Apart from the minimum number of partner 
organisations from science and enterprises mentioned in section 2.5.3, there are no 
limitations in principle as to the composition of the consortia for proposal submissions under 
this programme action line.  
 
The consortium regulates its cooperation by means of a Consortium Agreement  which has to 
be signed by all project partners before the funding contract is signed. 
 
The following Fact Box below provides comprehensive  information on the eligible 
participants and their national legal designation, and is therefore in German only. 
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Fact Box 

Folgende Juristische Personen und Personengesellschaften sind im Rahmen der vorliegenden 

Ausschreibung antrags- und förderberechtigt.  

 

Mögliche FördernehmerInnen sind (in Übereinstimmung mit der FTE-Richtlinie6):  

·  Juristische Personen  

o Vereine  

o Kapitalgesellschaften (wie GmbH, AG) 

o Universitäten gemäß § 6 Universitätsorganisationsgesetz 2002; (Ad personam 

Einreichungen und Förderungen gemäß § 26 UOG sind dabei nicht zulässig) 

o Fachhochschulen 

o Öffentliche Bedarfsträger und Gebietskörperschaften 

·  Personengesellschaften des bürgerlichen Rechts und des Unternehmensrechts (UGB) wie 

insbesondere: 

o Gesellschaften bürgerlichen Rechts (GesbR); 

o offene Gesellschaften (OG); 

o Kommanditgesellschaften (KG); 

mit Unternehmens- oder Forschungsstandort in Österreich sowie 

·  Einzelpersonen (nur im Rahmen der Konzeptinitiative). 

 
Bei jedem Konsortium (A / BI / BII) ist einer der Konsortialpartner als projekt-verantwortlicher 
Förderungswerber (KoordinatorIn/ AntragstellerIn/Konsortialführer) gegenüber dem 
Förderungsgeber namhaft zu machen. 
 
Die Konsortialführerschaft muss in BI-Projekten von Forschungseinrichtungen und in BII 
Projekten von Unternehmen übernommen werden.  
Konsortien haben vor Unterzeichnung des Förderübereinkommens einen unterzeichneten 
Konsortialvertrag vorzuweisen, durch den sichergestellt wird, dass im Sinne von Absatz 3.2.2 
des EU-Gemeinschaftsrahmens keine mittelbare staatliche Beihilfe über die 
Forschungseinrichtung vorliegt. 
 
Von der Einreichung von Forschungsvorhaben ausgeschlossen sind Personen und 
Institutionen (Abteilungen bzw. Bereiche von Unternehmen), die mit der Abwicklung des 
Programms betraut sind. 
 

 
 

                                                 
6 Laut „FTE-Richtlinien“ Punkt 3.3 sowie in den „Allgemeine Rahmenrichtlinien“ (ARR 2004), § 21 (2), Z 9 
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3.1.2. Non-Austrian / International Partners, Subco ntractors  
Cooperative national RTD projects with strategically selected non-Austrian partners  are 
possible and welcome in principle (see also section 2.5.4), if the non-Austrian partners' 
contributions are indispensable for reaching the project objectives and if thus positive effects 
are achieved for the Austrian project proposers. Non-Austrian partners are admissible in the 
RPC; however, they do not count with regard to the minimum number of partner organisations 
required in an RPC.  
A non-Austrian / international organisation can have the following functions in a project: 
 

1. Project partner or 
2. Subcontractor with supplier status  

 
Ad 1. International Project Partners 
As a rule, a non-Austrian / International organisation as a project partner  does not get any 
funding  from the Austrian NANO Initiative. In general, non-Austrian organisations acting as 
project partners have to  

�  apply for funding at their national funding organisations, or 
�  participate in the RPC with their own contribution, or 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: CONDITIONS  
 
- The maximum total costs of international partners in an RPC can amount up to a maximum 
of 10% of the total RPC costs (excluding the management costs of part A). 
- Cooperations with partners from the EU-member states as well as with partners of non-EU-
member states are eligible. 
- It is a major criterion and requirement that the project itself is in line with the objectives of the 
Austrian NANO Initiative and has its major exploitation perspective on the national level.   
- International Research organisations  can be involved in the project in case the Austrian 
Proposers have checked on the national level that no adequate expertise and know how is 
available. 
- International enterprises  can be involved in the RPC Cluster project in case the Austrian 
proposers have checked on the national level that no adequate expertise and know how is 
available. Furthermore as a minimum requirement parts of the exploitation plan of the 
international enterprise should clearly contribute to the national chain of economic value 
added .   
- International partners are not accepted  to fullfill the applying minimum requirement at which 
at least 3 Austrian enterprises have to be partners in an RPC Project Cluster. 
- Any variations from these conditions are accepted only in very well justified cases. 
- International standards  in cooperation on transnational level have to be ensured by the 
proposers and will be assessed by the experts. 
- The RTD Directives  of the Federal Minister for Transport, Innovation and Technology 
pursuant to § 11 sub-paragraph 1 to 5 of the Research and Technology Funding Act 
(Forschungs- und Technologieförderungsgesetz (FTFG) in the version from the 19. November 
2007 (GZ BMVIT-609.986/0011-IIII2/2007) apply  



 Austrian NANO Initiative  

Guide for Proposers 2011, 7th Call, Research and Technology Development in Project Clusters  Page 29 

 
Ad 2. International Subcontractors 
A non-Austrian organisation as a subcontractor  takes over smaller tasks in the project, e.g. 
measurement or testing jobs. The scope and costs of the order are regulated in a contract with 
one of the Austrian project partners. Furthermore, subcontractors as a rule do not have access 
to the project results, the exploitation rights or the rights of use. The cooperation with the 
subcontractor/s is regulated in the Consortium Agreement . Subcontractors do not sign the 
Consortium agreement. 
 

3. General Conditions for Subcontracting in an RPC 
The overall share of domestic and foreign subcontracts in an RPC must not exceed 10% of 
the overall total project costs  over the entire duration of the RPC.  
 
NEW – "Internal Subcontracting":   
In certain cases project partners can also provide subcontractor services in addition to their 
RTD activities in the same RPC. The following guidelines apply and allow "Internal 
Subcontracting"  for RPC-Type 1 projects only. 
- if it does not exceed 5% of the overall total project cost volume of the cluster.  
- if the partner is not both subcontractor and project partner in a certain individual RTD project 
of the Cluster (BI and/or BII). 
 
In "RPC - Type 2" Projects and "Add-on Projects" in ternal subcontracting is not allowed 
and not accepted. 

 

3.2. Budget and Budget Breakdown  
When taking into account all project types and all relevant programme action lines, the funding 
budget of the Austrian NANO Initiative amounts to € 2,7 million for 2011  for the time being. 
 
Under the current call in the National RTD Projects  programme action line,  € 1,7 million  
are dedicated to  

- The extension of the existing RTD Project Cluster (Type 1 or Type 2)  
- Add–on Projects to the existing RTD Project Cluster  
- Phasing out of the existing RTD Project Cluster 

 
More information on the budget breakdown for all programme action lines of the Austrian 
NANO Initiative is available in annex 6.2.  
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3.3. Funding and Financing of the Individual Projec t Types  
3.3.1. Project Type 

 
This document is exclusively relevant to the project type  RTD in Cooperation within the 
framework  of the Programme Action Line  National RTD Projects.  
Only cooperative RTD projects are funded under this project type and under this programme 
action line. 
 
With regard to section 2.5.3 in which the two options for submission of an RPC in 2011 RPC 
Type 1 and the RPC Type 2 are described the funding conditions follow the RTD Directives 
and the following regulations. The individual project types and their maximum funding rates are 
listed in table 2 and 3.  
 
 

3.3.2. Funding  
 
1. Cooperative R&D Projects  

Individual Research projects can be carried out as national cooperative R&D projects in the 

field of basic research, industrial research7 or experimental development.  

 

2. Expenditure for Project Management in RPC Type 1  and RPC Type 2 

This comprises the R&D services (research contract) of the project coordinator which come 

under the exemption provision of §10 sub-paragraph 13 of the Federal Procurement Act 

(Bundesvergabegesetz - BVergG).  

 
3. Overview of the Maximum Funding / Financing for Individual Projects  
As described in section 2.5.3. the proposal for an RPC Type 1 and an RPC Type 2 is divided 
into the following parts and under the following conditions: 
The following tables 2 and 3 provide comprehensive information on funding conditions and are 
partly based on national legal definitions and are therefore in German and/or in English. 

                                                 
7 The terms "basic research", "industrial research" and "experimental development" are used in this 
context in accordance with the definition of the Community Framework for State Aid for Research and 
Development. 



 Austrian NANO Initiative  

Guide for Proposers 2011, 7th Call, Research and Technology Development in Project Clusters  Page 31 

 
Table 2: Funding categories in RPC Type 1 and RPC Type 2   

Max. 
Funding / 

RPC Type   Funding Category   Partner 
minimum 

requirement  Financing 

Eligible Costs Project 
Duration 

in  
Months 

Exploitation 

A - Research contract,  
according to §10 sub-
paragraph 13 of the Federal 
Procurement Act ( BVergG) 
“Exemptions from the Scope 
of the Law“, Federal Law 
Gazette I No. 17/2006 as 
amended   
(Management Order for RTD 
Coordination); commissioning 
subject to value added tax; The 
costs for the management of the 
RPC should not exceed 5%  of 
the total project costs 

Min. 1 100% max. 24 Programme 
owner BMVIT 

 
BI Basic Research  
(Grundlagenforschung)   

Min. 2 Max. 100% max. 24 Project  
consortium 

 
BII Industrial Research  
(Industrielle Forschung) 

Min. 2 60 - 75 % max. 24 Project  
consortium 

RPC Type 1  
and Add-on Projects 

 
BII Experimental 
Development (Experimentelle 
Entwicklung)  

Min. 2 35 - 55 % max. 24 Project  
consortium 

      
A - Research contract,  
according to §10 sub-
paragraph 13 of the Federal 
Procurement Act ( BVergG) 
“Exemptions from the Scope 
of the Law“, Federal Law 
Gazette I No. 17/2006 as 
amended   
(Management Order for RTD 
Coordination); commissioning 
subject to value added tax; The 
costs for the management of the 
RPC should not exceed 5%  of 
the total project costs 

Min. 1 100% max. 24 Programme 
owner BMVIT 

 
 

RPC Type 2 
 
 

 
BII Industrial Research – 
Experimental Development 
(Industrielle Forschung – 
Experimentelle Entwicklung) 
 

Min. 6  35 - 75 % 

- Personnel 
- RTD 
Investment 
- Others 
  (materials, 
travel, 
subcontracts) 

max. 24 Project  
consortium 

 
 

RPC Type 1 
A Project Cluster Coordination 
B I  Project “Basic Research“ 
B II Project “Industrial Research“ – “Experimental Development” 
 
RPC Type 2 
A Project Cluster Coordination 
B II Project “Industrial Research“ – “Experimental Development” 
 
Add-on Projects to existing RPC Type 1 
B I  Project “Basic Research“ 
B II Project “Industrial Research“ – “Experimental Development” 
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Funding Rates for Cooperative RTD Projects in an RP C or Add-on Project 

The maximum aid intensity of the individual funded types of projects is based on the 
requirements of the RTD Directive for different - also cooperative - constellations of funding 
applicants (small, medium-sized, large enterprises or research institutions respectively).  
 
The maximum funding rates for partners from university research institutions and non-
university research institutions are oriented on the combination of the commercial partners.  
 
Table 3: Funding categories in General for partners in a consortium  

Funding Category  

Small 
Enterprises 

(Kleine 
Unternehmen)  

Medium-sized 
Enterprises 

(Mittlere 
Unternehmen)  

Large 
Enterprises 

(Große 
Unternehmen) 

Research 
Organisations

(Forschungs- 
einrichtungen)  

Basic Research  
(Grundlagenforschung)  up to 100 % up to 100 % up to 100 % up to 100 % 

Industrial Research 

(Industrielle Forschung) 75 % 70 % 60 % 60-75% 

Experimental Development 

(Experimentelle Entwicklung)  55 % 45 % 35 % 35-55% 

 
 
 

National Cooperative R&D Projects 8 

The following fact boxes provide comprehensive legal information on the project types. 
 

Basic Research  
The Basic Research type of project comprises experimental or theoretical work which serves 
above all the acquisition of new basic knowledge – without any recognisable direct or 
practical possibilities for application . For the purpose of the objectives of the Programme 
Action Line, this type of project is to be understood as being basic research bearing reference 
to business and to technology. It is introduced based on the expectation that a broad 
interdisciplinary basis of knowledge for the solution of current or future problems or challenges 
will be generated, without these projects being able to work in the direction of specific 
applications already. The findings of these projects, however, provide ideas and necessary 
bases for decision-making regarding new technological applications (“preparation of the 
technologies of the next generation“).  
  
Funding Rates and Amount of Funding  
Projects are funded up to a maximum of 100% of eligible project costs.  
  

                                                 
8 Definitions of the research categories (according to EU Community Framework for State Aid for Research and 
Development and Innovation (OJ. C 323 of 30 Dec. 2006, pp 1-26): 



 Austrian NANO Initiative  

Guide for Proposers 2011, 7th Call, Research and Technology Development in Project Clusters  Page 33 

 
Conditions / Further requirements  

·  Cooperations between research organsiations or between research organsiations and enterprises 
(cooperative projects, minimum of two partners)  

·  Research institutions carry at least 50%  of the costs  

·  Cooperative project:  Only the collaboration between independent research organsiations or 
enterprises respectively is considered as cooperation.  

·  The intellectual property rights in the results remain with the applicant consortium. However, the 
results have to be published in a suitable manner. In addition, the results have to be published as a 
comprehensive report (publication by BMVIT / FFG).  

 
 
 

Industrial Research  
In case of developments with a strong basic-research orientation and a high development 

risk, there is the possibility of granting funding for a maximum of 60% to 75% of the eligible 

project costs under the funding type “Industrial Research Projects”.  

Industrial research: systematic research or critical investigation in order to gain knew 

insights or skills, with the objective of developing new products, processes or services, or of 

being able to use them for implementing considerable improvements in existing products, 

processes or services. Creating parts of complex systems that are necessary for industrial 

research, and in particular for the validation of technological foundations, also falls under 

this category, with the exception of prototypes, which would fall under the “Experimental 

Development” research category. 

“Industrial Research” differs from “Experimental Development“ also with regard to: 

- its particularly high innovation content 
- its increased development risk 
- its basic research character 
- its remoteness from the market 
 
These projects are funded with a maximum of 60 - 75 % of the eligible project costs . 
 
Conditions: 
·  Cooperation between enterprises and research institutions (cooperative projects, minimum of 2 

partners) 

·  None of the partners bears more than 70% of the project costs 

·  Research institutions carry a minimum of 30% and a maximum of 80% of the project costs. 

·  Cooperative project: Only the cooperation of independent enterprises9 is classified as 
cooperation.  

·  The funding rate for research institutions is oriented on the composition of the industrial partners 
(or their small enterprise / medium-sized enterprise status respectively). 

                                                 
9 With regard to the size of the enterprise, the respective SME definition according to EU competition law applies as 
amended (definition of small and medium-sized enterprises according to Recommendation 2003/361/EC of the 
Commission of 6 May 2003, (OJ L 124 of 20.5.2003, pp 36-41) 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/sme_definition/index_en.htm 
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Basic rule:  The funding rate for research organisations corresponds to the average weighted 
over the proportionate project costs of the funding rates of the industrial partners. 

 

Exceptions for research organisations: 

� If a minimum of 50% of the number of industrial partners are small enterprises �  funding 
rate 75% 

� If a minimum of 50% of the number of industrial partners are medium-sized enterprises or 
small enterprises �  funding rate min. 70% 

 
 

 

Experimental Development  
 
The project type “Experimental Development “ aims at the development of technologies 
and components for a concrete application  or the testing of developments during a 
pilot phase respectively. 
From a technological point of view, this development has a novelty aspect and is connected 
with challenges (development risk). As a rule, this development leads up to a fully functional 
prototype. 
Experimental development:  acquiring, combining, creating and using existing scientific, 
technical, economic or other pertinent knowledge and skills for drawing up plans and 
provisions or concepts for new, modified or improved products, processes or services. 
Experimental development comprises amongst others also other activities for defining, 
planning and documenting new products, processes and services, as well as making drafts, 
drawings, plans and preparing other documentation material, insofar as they are not 
intended for commercial use. 
The experimental production and testing of products, processes and services are also 
eligible for funding, insofar as they are not used in industrial applications or commercially, or 
could be modified to be used for such purposes. 
 
These projects are funded with a maximum of 35 - 55 % of the eligible project costs . 
 

Conditions: 
·  Cooperation between enterprises or between enterprises and research organsiations 

(cooperative projects, minimum of 2 partners) 

·  None of the partners bears more than 70% of the project costs 

·  The participating small enterprises or/and research institutions or/and foreign partners carry a 
minimum of 10% of the project costs  

·  Cooperative project: Only the cooperation between independent enterprises10 is classified as 
cooperation  

·  The funding rate for research institutions is oriented on the composition of the industrial partners 
(or their small enterprise / medium-sized enterprise status respectively). 

                                                 
10 With regard to the size of the enterprise, the respective SME definition according to EU competition law applies as amended. 
(definition of small and medium-sized enterprises according to Recommendation 2003/361/EC of the Commission of 6 May 2003, 
(OJ L 124 of 20.5.2003, pp 36-41) http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/sme_definition/index_en.htm  
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Basic rule:  The funding rate for research organisations corresponds to the average weighted 
over the proportionate project costs of the funding rates of the industrial partners. 

 

Exceptions for research organisations: 

� If a minimum of 50% of the number of the industrial partners are small enterprises �  
funding rate 55% 

� If a minimum of 50% of the number of the industrial partners are medium-sized 
enterprises or small enterprises �  funding rate min. 45% 

 

 
 

3.4. Eligible Costs 
Eligible costs are costs which are necessary for carrying out the approved project proposed, 

insofar as their amount is appropriate. In addition, all expenses or costs attributable to the 

project which are incurred directly, actually and in addition (to the established operating 

expenses) for the duration of the funded research activity, are eligible costs. Evidence has to 

be provided of all costs according to the statement of account by means of the respective 

invoices/vouchers.  

 

For universities, overhead rates  are eligible up to a rate of 20% only . 

For further information regarding eligible costs please download the “Guide for the Treatment 

of Project Costs in Funding Applications and Reports, Version 1.2” at 

www.ffg.at/kostenleitfaden .  

 
 

3.5. IPR - Exploitation 
National Cooperative R&D Projects 

The intellectual property rights of the project results are owned by the consortium submitting 

the proposal.  

In case a funding commitment is given, a consortium agreement with the authorised signatures 

of the participating partners has to be submitted which regulates the cooperation and in 

particular also the intellectual property rights (IPR) in the funded project results. 

In case enterprises and research institutions (universities, non-university research institutions, 

…) cooperate, the intellectual property rights are owned by all project partners in principle; this 

means that the research institutions also have a claim to the intellectual property rights (use, 

licence fees, …).  

In case the industrial partners exploit the results commercially on their own, the enterprises 

have to pay a consideration customary in this particular market, in terms of an award to 

inventors, to the research institutions.  
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In any case, a research institution has to be granted the right to publish the work carried out by 

the institution itself.  

 
 
3.6. Evaluation Criteria 
 
Projects submitted are evaluated on the basis of the following criteria. 
 
 
1. Quality of the Project 

·  Technical and scientific quality  

o Innovation content; comparison to the state-of-the-art  

o Additionality and development risk from a financial and a technical point of 
view;  

o Quality and suitability of the methods planned 

o Interdisciplinarity 

·  Quality of planning, in particular: 

o Objectives and work plan 

o Integration of the project participants with a view to competences and 
capacities 

o Adequacy and comprehensibility of costs and of the funding plan 

 
2. Relevance of the Project with Regard to the Prog ramme / to Specific Programme 
Objectives 

·  Contribution of the project to achieving the programme objectives  

·  Contribution to further aspects, in particular ecological, social, ethical, gender-
related aspects 

 
3. Suitability of the Funding Applicant / the Proje ct Participants 

·  Scientific and technical qualification and capacity 

·  Ability to realise market potential, in particular market knowledge, production and 
distribution possibilities 

·  Management skills and capacities 

 
4. Economic Potential and Exploitation 

·  Customer use and Unique Selling Point (USP) / leader in this field 

·  Target markets and market potential 

·  Presentation of the exploitation strategy 

·  Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)  
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3.6.1. Quality of the Project 

Technical and Ccientific Quality 

Innovation Content 

The Austrian NANO Initiative funds cooperative research, ambitious innovation, and 
technology development in the nanosciences and nanotechnologies, with the focus being on 
ambitious and multi-disciplinary projects that lead to significant technological innovations. 
These should be able to open up new fields of application within a time frame of about three to 
eight years. Projects exclusively aiming at the development and marketing of products are not 
funded. The best grade in this context is given to state-of-the-art as opposed to innovation of 
the project submitted, both in the field of basic research and in industrial research or 
experimental developement. Is it real innovation with a certain development risk? Does the 
project go beyond that? Is the work plan adequate for dealing with risks? 

 

Scientific and Technical Excellence and Methodology  

The proposals submitted have to be characterised by scientific and technical excellence in 
their respective discipline (special field). Furthermore, the methodology described for carrying 
out the project should be characterised by clarity, adequacy and consistency with regard to 
implementation. Under this item, research competence in the project field is also assessed 
(amongst others by scientific publications, patents etc …). Interdisciplinarity used for problem-
solving is assessed positively, too, since it can strengthen the desired networking character of 
cooperative projects and can provide an added value for outcome-oriented research. 

 

Quality of planning 

Project management and resources 

Is the coordination , internal coherence , cooperation structure and integration  of all project 
partners carried out professionally and in a target-oriented manner?  
Does the research project proposed represent a compact unit on a solid common basis?  
Methods: Is the quality of the work plan  sufficient, and is the chosen distribution of tasks 
suitable and appropriate? 
Under this item, the quality of the project management proposed is assessed with regard to its 
clarity, adequacy and the instruments used.  
Furthermore the adequacy of the estimated resources (personnel and other resources) is 
assessed. Comprehensible, adequate and cost-efficient planning of the project budget are as 
important as is the solidity of the residual financing. 
 

3.6.2. Relevance of the Project with Regard to the Programme and the Specific 
Programme Objectives 

Contribution to Achieving the Programme Objectives 

 
The evaluators are requested to examine the following objectives: 

Broadening the cooperation basis between science an d industry 
The NANO Initiative funds RTD projects focussing on the cooperation between industry 

and research. Under this item, the cooperation, but also the complementarity of the 

organisations participating in the project, are assessed. 
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To which extent are new cooperations entered into? Are multidisciplinarity and 

synergies between the individual disciplines within the overall consortium sufficiently 

represented and supported? Is the added value of the cooperation between science 

and industry represented in a plausible manner? Are the RTD projects connected by 

means of sensible interfaces (relevant to RTD clusters)? Is the added value of the 

cooperation between science and industry represented in a plausible manner? 

 

Improving access to know-how and to cooperation par tners abroad. 
Are the composition of the consortium and the project structure as a whole designed in 

an optimal manner in order to achieve the short and medium-term objectives of the 

project? This applies above all to the relation between participants from science and 

from industry. Is the role of the non-Austrian partner described unambiguously, and is 

its usefulness for the project evident? 

 

 

Strengthening research competence in fields of appl ication relevant to Austrian 

enterprises, accelerating technology transfer and i ncreasing the economic utilisation of 

nanotechnology 

Is the content of the project suitable for providing new insights in order to generate new 

product and technology developments, based on basic research oriented towards 

scientific findings, in the medium and long term?  

Is the integration of industry increasing continuously, and is there a clear time limit to 

the duration of the project? Are the implementation and exploitation strategies as well 

as the instruments proposed suitable in order to ensure the best possible (technical or 

industrial) exploitation of the results (within and outside the consortium)?  

 

Decreasing insecurities and information deficits wi th regard to health risks and 
environmental risks 

The evaluators assess the information provided on predictable external effects of the project. 
These comprise in particular “risk and safety” aspects of this new technology.  
Note:  Separately commissioned evaluators assess possible risks in an ex-ante evaluation and 
they assess the degree of risk of possible effects with reference to health, ecological, social 
and ethical aspects. The projects are requested to implement an accompanying risk 
management process.  
 
 
In addition, gender-specific aspects of the project are also assessed.  
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3.6.3. Suitability of the Funding Applicants / Proj ect Participants 

Quality of Partners from Industry  

The quality of the enterprises, their qualification for carrying out the project, their reputation, 
any potential effects, the integration of the project in the portfolio of activities of these 
enterprises, their company strategies and the quality of their management, as well as the 
importance of R&D for these enterprises are assessed.  

Quality of Research Partners 

With regard to the research institutes, their technical and scientific performance up to the 
present is measured, amongst others by means of their publications. Their personnel and the 
quality of their management are assessed. 
 

3.6.4. Economic Potential and Exploitation 

Market Opportunities 
This criterion focuses on the benefit for the user. The evaluators also assess the applicant’s 
knowledge of market segments, barriers to market entry, and the competitive environment. 
The following questions can be asked: 
Have new insights been provided into already existing technologies? 
How relevant is the scientific contribution to the partners from industry (exploitation of industrial 
and technological developments in enterprises, economic use) and vice versa?  
What is the use of the project for the relevant target groups outside the consortium, or for the 
overall concept of the Cluster respectively?  
 
Exploitation 
A comprehensible representation of the medium-term strategy for the running period of the 
project and beyond is expected. This strategy should lead to substantial economic effects in 
the interest of the participating partners from industry, on the basis of the project results that 
are expected.  
The following questions can be asked: 
Are the IPR and exploitation strategies sufficiently represented and justified? Is there a clear 
description of the patent situation? 
Is the representation of technological relevance and market relevance (entry into new markets, 
competitive advantages on existing markets) realistic?  
Is the representation of the prospects of success comprehensible, expedient and sufficient? 
Does the project contribute to an increase in national competitiveness?  
Are positive economic structural effects to be expected? 
 

3.6.5. Weighting of Evaluation Criteria 

Depending on the different funding categories and on the basis of the underlying project parts 

A Cluster Management, BI Basic Research, BII Industrial Research to Experimental 

Development, different sub-criteria are applied. On the first hierarchy level of evaluation 

criteria, the following weighting schedule (table 4a and 4b) is applied to the different funding 

categories in a Project Cluster, relevant to RPC Type 1 (OPTION 1) and RPC Type 2 

(OPTION 2) and for Add-on Projects. 
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Table 4a: Weigthing of the evaluation criteria 

Evaluation Criteria - Weighting Funding / Research Category 

Evaluation Criteria 
Part A 

Project Management 

Part BI 

Basic Research 

Part BII 

Industrial Research/ 
Experimental Development  

Technical and 
scientific quality 

- 30 20 
1 

Quality of the 
project 

Quality of planning - 10 10 

2 
Relevance of the project with regard to 
the programme 

40 20 20 

3 
Suitability of funding applicants / 
project participants 

40 40 30 

4 Economic potential and exploitation  20 - 20 

Total 100 100 100 

 

Furthermore, for the extension of the RPC the submission of the respective 29 month report is 
requested, and the report is evaluated as part of the assessment of the application for 
extension. 
 
Table 4b: Weigthing of the evaluation criterion “29 month report”  

Evaluation Criterion weighting  
Part A 

weigthing 
Part B I   or   Part B II 

29 month report  
concerning achievements and successes  reached 

 

100 100 100 

 
The experts have to hand in a statement of reasons in writing  for this report. Open 
questions and suggestions are formulated by the experts and will be provided to the proposers 
as a basis for discussion in the  hearings and for the Experts / Jury Board . 
 
The funding recommendation is taken by the Experts / Jury Board.   
 

3.7. Legal Basis  
The RTD Directives of the Federal Minister for Transport, Innovation and Technology pursuant 
to § 11 sub-paragraph 1 to 5 of the Research and Technology Funding Act (Forschungs- und 
Technologieförderungsgesetz (FTFG) in the version from the 19. November 2007 (GZ BMVIT-
609.986/0011-IIII2/2007) apply.  
 
With regard to the size of the enterprise, the SME definition according to EU competition law 
applies as amended respectively (from 1 Jan. 2005: SME definition according to 
Recommendation 2003/361/EC of the Commission of 6 May 2003, OJ L 124 of 20 May 2003 
pp 36-41). 
All EU regulations are to be applied as amended respectively.  
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3.8. Supplementary Requirements and Formal Check In formation 
3.8.1. Information on Further Funded Projects 
Information on further funded projects has to be provided in the tables part of the application 
form. 
 

3.8.2. Information on Exclusion of Evaluators 
If evaluators are to be excluded from the evaluation process, this information has to be filed in 
the pre-proposal submission xls.tables and should be enclosed in the pre-proposal application. 
 

3.8.3. Formal Check and Formal Check List  
1. The Pre-Proposal Projects  are checked formally after the submission deadline. A 
knockout criterion  (Table 5a) means that the project proposal is not admitted to submission 
to an Full project proposal because some formal criteria have not been complied with. The 
formal criteria  comprise the points listed in table 5a. 
Date and time of receipt: Only those project proposals which are received by the submission 
office at FFG at the latest at 27 th May 2011, 12:00 noon , will be considered for the selection 
procedure. Pre-proposals received later will also be registered but will definitely be rejected 
(knockout criterion). 
 
2. The Full project proposals  are checked formally after the submission deadline. A 
knockout criterion  means that the project proposal is not admitted to submission to an expert 
because some formal criteria have not been complied with. The formal criteria  comprise the 
following points and are summarised once again in table 5b. 
 

o Date and time of receipt : Only those project proposals which are received by the 
submission office at FFG at the latest at 19 th September 2011, 12:00 noon , will be 
considered for the selection procedure. Project proposals received later will also be 
registered but will definitely be rejected (knockout criterion). 

o Form of handing over the proposal : Only printed funding applications (DIN-A4, printed 
on one side, black and white) are admitted. Furthermore the proposal Parts A, B I and B II 
or the respective part for RPC Type 2 (BII) or Add-on Projects have to be saved as 
individual files on a CD-ROM under a separate name. Proposals submitted via e-mail or on 
disk are not admitted (knockout criterion). 

o Completeness of the project proposals : The completeness of the documents and copies 
listed in and required by the submission forms is checked. 

a) Missing signatures in the Memorandum of Understandi ng are not a knockout 
criterion at stage of submission deadline but have to be provided in a defined 
time frame. 

b) Missing essential components of the proposal  (e.g. forms, tables) are a 
knockout criterion; these proposals will not be considered in the selection 
process. 
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c) Insufficient partner structur  (minimum requirement not fulfilled as e.g less than 
2 partners in a single RTD Project, or less than at least 3 partners from industry 
or science), are a knock out  criterion. 

c) If the proposal components are there, missing replies to questions  in the 
application form are not a knockout criterion (however, they do not earn the 
proposal any points there, and therefore result in a worse evaluation). 

d) Missing copies  are not a knockout criterion. However, they are also registered 
and may be decisive as a negative criterion in case of an evaluation on the 
borderline between rejection and recommendation, or in the final ranking of 
positively evaluated proposals for the funding recommendation of the 
Experts/Jury Board. This is at their discretion. 

e) Missing draft versions of the consortium agreement  are not a knockout 
criterion. 

o The writing parameters for each proposal are the following: Font Arial, 11 pt font size and 
1.3 line spacing. The maximum number of pages for each chapter as indicated in the 
Forms A, B I and B II as well as in the 29 Months Report has to be observed. It is not a 
knockout criterion, but applicants are highly recommended to follow the guidelines.  

o Assignment of the project proposals: The project proposals are delivered to the FFG – 
Austrian Research Promotion Agency for scientific or technological evaluation. The 
Management Team records the thematic assignment of the project proposals on the basis 
of the keywords given in the proposal submission form (e.g. engineering, chemistry, 
biotechnology, material sciences and physics). Several assignments are possible (this is 
not a knockout criterion). 

o Typology of the proposal and composition of the co nsortium : Only project proposals 
with an appropriate composition of the consortium, are possible (see chapter 3.1. and 3.3.) 
One project partner each (enterprise or research institution) acts as RPC Coordinator of 
the Project Cluster vis-à-vis the FFG – Austrian Research Promotion Agency. One project 
partner each acts as the coordinator (Principal investigator/Proposer) of the individual RTD 
projects (BI or BII) within the Project Cluster Coordination vis-à-vis the FFG 
(firm/enterprise, technology transfer institution, research organisations, university). Other 
types of proposals are not eligible for funding (knockout criterion). 
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Table 5a: Checklist for the formal admission of Pre-Proposal Submission 

Knockout Criteria  
Pre-Proposal Submission 

o Submission after May, 27th, 2011, 12.00 noon 
o Proposal is submitted via e-mail, on disk or in an inadmissible manner 
o Scientific proposers without reported publications or C.V. 
o Essential components of proposal missing (A, BI and / or BII). 
o Proposal part B I is not coordinated by an Austrian university or non-university 

research institution 
o Proposal part B II is not coordinated by an Austrian enterprise  
o Minimum number of project partners is not considered: 

3 partners from science and 
3 partners from industry 

o Minimum number of 4 RTD projects is not complied with in RPC Type 1; 
proposal does not consist of a minimum of one Part B I and one Part B II each 

o Inadequate composition of the consortium, Minimum requirements not fullfilled 
 
 
Table 5b: Checklist for the formal admission of full project proposals to the selection procedure 

 
Knockout Criteria 

Full Proposal Submission 
No Knockout Criteria 

Full Proposal Submission 
o Submission after September 19th, 

2011, 12.00 noon 
o Proposal is submitted via e-mail, on 

disk or in an inadmissible manner 
o Scientific proposer without reported 

publications or C.V. 
o Essential components of proposal 

missing: Parts A, B I, B II or 
components of these 

Consortia  
o Inadequate composition of the 

consortium, Minimum requirements not 
fullfilled 

o Proposal part B I is not coordinated by 
an Austrian university or non-university 
research institution 

o Proposal part B II is not coordinated by 
an Austrian enterprise  

o Proposers without an operating 
location or research institution in 
Austria 

o Individual answers to questions 
missing (if not obligatory) 

o Missing copies*  
o Topic not suitable* 

(“out of scope“) 
o The writing parameters are not 

observed (max. number of pages per 
chapter, font, line spacing). Highly 
recommended:  Nevertheless it is 
highly recommended to follow the 
instructions and suggestions and by 
no means to exceed the maximum 
number of pages in the respective 
chapter. 

 
At the discretion of the Experts/Jury : 
o If Austrian consortia award more 

than 10% of the overall total project 
costs volume to subcontractors over 
the duration of the project  

o If Austrian consortia award more 
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o Minimum number of project partners is 
not considered: 
3 partners from science and 
3 partners from industry 

o Minimum number of 4 RTD projects is 
not complied with in RPC Type 1; 
proposal does not consist of a 
minimum of one Part B I and one Part 
B II each 

o Financial interest of the business 
partners in the overall project volume 
< 15 % depending on the recent 
framework conditions in the RPC 

o There is no significant link between the 
new project and the RPC and/or the 
RPC coordinator has not signed the 
MoU  

than 5% of the overall total project 
cost volume to RTD partners who 
also provide subcontracting services 
in the same Cluster. Nevertheless it 
is not acceptable to act as a 
subcontractor and RTD partner in a 
certain individual RTD project.  

o If Austrian consortia award more 
than 10% of the total costs to 
international partners 

* In this phase there is no pre-selection 
of proposals. In case of insufficient 
creditworthiness, the Jury decides if the 
corresponding part of the proposal is 
excluded from the project or not. 

 
 

3.9. Phasing out Option 
Phasing-out is only applicable to an RTD Project Cluster which is not recommended for an 
extension of the duration of the existing Cluster. Additional information is also available in 
section 2.5.2. 
 
The JURY recommends one of the points listed below:  
1. continuing the submitted RTD Project Cluster on the basis of the Full Proposal.  
2. makes a recommendation as to which the RTD Project Cluster and RTD Projects 
respectively should be awarded a Phasing-out, and which maximum funding amounts are 
applicable. 
3. makes a recommendation as to which projects should neither be funded nor receive a 
Phasing-out. 
 
Framework Conditions of Phasing-out 

- A Phasing-out Application is made on the basis of the full proposal, the Jury’s 
recommendation and the decision of the BMVIT. This application can be 
submitted by 9 th February 2012  at the latest. 

- The content of the work packages, the methods and resources for a possible 
Phasing-out are already evaluated, on the basis of the Full Proposal, by experts in 
the course of the Hearings, and subsequently by the Jury. They make a clear 
recommendation as to which tasks should be completed in a value-preserving 
manner in the course of the Phasing-out, and which tasks are therefore included in 
the Phasing-out Application. 

- Within the framework of the Phasing-out, one application is submitted. The 
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Phasing-out Application consists mainly of the adapted cost schedules and 
work schedules and their respective text descriptions.  

- The structure provided in the submitted Project Cluster of RPC Type 1 (Part A, 
BI and BII projects) or RPC Type 2 has to be continued within the Phasing-out 
Application, unless otherwise recommended by the experts and the Jury. 

- Within the Phasing-out, a difference is made between Cluster Coordination 
(Part A) and Research Activity (Parts BI and BII). 

- Further integrative parts of the Phasing-out are the possibilities laid down in the 
contract of a cost-neutral extension  of individual RTD projects, insofar as 
sufficient funds are available within the individual projects. The cost-neutral 
extension starts with the official expiry of the duration of the project and can 
have a maximum duration of one year.  

- Within the Phasing-out, personnel costs and material costs  are considered 
above all. Additional funds for investments (e.g. for appliances) which are 
provided for in principle for building up projects, are not accepted within the 
Phasing-out.  

- The Phasing-out  Application  is checked  by FFG experts. In case there are 
any open questions, international experts from the preceding selection 
procedure are called in. The Phasing-out funds applied for are awarded by the 
BMVIT on the basis of the evaluation by the FFG. The application forms are  
available  on the NANO Initiative’s web site. �

- Experts/Jury Recommendation and Decision of the BMV IT: The maximum 
funding amount possible is decided on the basis of the Expert/Jury’s 
recommendation in accordance with the funds available and is communicated 
to the applicants after the decision of the BMVIT.   

- The annual maximum funding volume  for Phasing-out is limited to a 
maximum of 65% of the average funding year of the preceding funding period – 
calculated over the awarded funding of the total Cluster – unless otherwise 
recommended by the Jury and communicated by the BMVIT after its decision. 
Public funding in Phasing-out amounts to between 35 and 100 %, depending on 
the type of project.  

- The RTD Directives and the Research Contract, according to §10 sub-paragraph 
13 of the Federal Procurement Act (BVergG) “Exemptions from the Scope of the 
Law“, Federal Law Gazette I No. 17/2006 as amended, form the legal basis. 
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4. PROCEDURE 
 
4.1. Support and Submission 

4.1.1. Support, Programme Web Site, Proposal Submis sion Forms  
 
Support  
Dr. Margit HAAS  
FFG – Austrian Research Promotion Agency,  
tel. +43 (0) 5 7755 5080, email: Margit.Haas@ffg.at 
 
Programme web site and Proposal submission Forms:   www.nanoinitiative.at/pl1 and 
www.ffg.at/nano 
Downloads of the relevant proposal submission documents, the Guide for Proposers   
and information about the RTD Project Cluster PLATON relevant to the submission of the 
extension of the RTD Project Cluster and Add on Pro jects (see also section 2.5.7).  
 

4.1.2. Submission Deadlines, Information and Fundin g Decisions  
 
 
Stage 1: Pre-Proposals for the RTD Project Cluster  
 
Submission Deadline:   27 th May 2011, 12:00 noon at the latest 
 
Pre-Proposal Eligibility check by the NANO Initiative Programmemanagement, 
Recommendation and Communication of Advice to submit a full proposal.  
 
Advice will be communicated to the proposers:  18 th June 2011  
 
 
Stage 2: Submission Deadline for Full-Proposal   
 
Full Project proposals in the 2011 call can exclusively be submitted from 
 

27th May to 19 th September 2011 and have to arrive at  
 
Österreichische Forschungsförderungsgesellschaft, FFG (Austrian Research Promotion 
Agency) 
 
Submission Deadline:   19 th September 2011, 12:00 noon at the latest. 
 
 
Funding Decision (planned):  December 2011 at the earliest 
for the RTD Project Cluster and Add-on Projects as well as for Phasing out Recommendations.  
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Stage 3: Phasing out - Submission Deadline   
 
Submission Deadline for the Phasing out:  9 th February 2012, 12:00 noon at the latest  
 

4.1.3. Submission Office  
Submission office: FFG - Austrian Research Promotion Agency 
Sensengasse 1, A-1090 Vienna 
 

4.1.4. Formal information and requirements  
 
Information for applicants 
 
The following formal information and requirements h ave to be observed 
unconditionally: 
 

·  The number of pages of “Funding application – Content” (text part) is limited. For 
the maximum number of pages, please see application form. 

 
·  Font minimum 11 pt, spacing minimum 1.3 lines 

 
·  The pages of the funding application have to be numbered. After completing 

“Funding application – Content”, the table of contents has to be updated. For this 
purpose, click on the table of contents with the right mouse button, then first click 
on “update content only”, then on “update page numbers only”. 

 
·  The funding application has to be signed by the applicant (consortium leader) / 

by the authorised persons respectively (e.g. managing director of the funding 
applicant) with their legally binding signature on the cover page. 

 
·  In accordance with the financing plan, Letters of Intent (LOIs) with the firm’s 

authorised signature have to be enclosed with the annex.  
 

·  Language of application: English  
 
The project proposal for the RPC is one single document; any loose enclosures (unless they 
are explicitly mentioned in the project proposal) are not admissible as a rule and will not be 
taken into consideration.  
 
The pre-proposal and full proposal have to be submi tted in English, 2 duplicates (1 
hardcopy of the complete set of pre-proposals with the original signature of the cluster 
coordinator and 1 copy of the complete set) and as well as an electronic version of all 
documents (MS Word and PDF format of the text file and an XLS format of the table sheets) – 
on a CD-ROM 3.  
 
 

                                                 
3 For firms, the balance sheets of the last three years on an annual basis have to be enclosed in simple form and in 

German, as a separate document (1 loose copy). 
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The pre-proposal has to be delivered in a sealed and correctly addressed envel ope, 
addressed with the label relevant to the RTD Project Clusters 
 

Austrian NANO Initiative 
2011 Call - Pre-Proposal RTD Project Cluster  

RPC Proposal Acronym: _ _ _ _ _ _   and possibly short title (max. 70 characters) 
 

 
The Full project proposal has to be delivered in a sealed and correctly addressed 
envelope, addressed either with the label relevant to new RTD Project Clusters 
 

Austrian NANO Initiative 
2011 Call Full Proposal RTD Project Cluster  

RPC Proposal Acronym: _ _ _ _ _ _   and possibly short title (max. 70 characters) 
Package 1 of 3, 2 of 3, 3 of 3 

 
 
Signatures / Memorandum of Understanding (relevant to part A, Full proposal): All 
partners have to confirm their participation in the RPC with their signature on the .xls sheet 11 
“Signatures” of the xls. proposal submission form, which are an integral part of the project 
submission. 
Signatures: All individual Parts B have to be signed by the project partners as well for their 
single RP (Research Project) in the .xls sheet 11 “Signatures” of the xls. proposal submission 
form, which are an integral part of the project submission. 
 
Consortium agreement : The applicants are recommended to enclose a draft  of the 
Consortium Agreement with the project proposals for the RPC11, in which the cooperation of 
the individual partners in the RPC is laid down. By the time of the contract negotiation with the 
respective funding institution at the latest, a signed  Consortium Agreement is required by the 
Programme Management (FFG – Austrian Research Promotion Agency). 
 
Rectification of defects:  It is not admissible to modify or amend project proposals that have 
already been submitted, after the submission deadline. Before the submission deadline , 
project proposers can withdraw project proposals that have already been submitted at any 
time  and can replace them by modified project proposals. 
 
After the deadline it is possible to provide additional information which is required by the 
Programme Management or which could not be sent in time. 
 
All essential parts of the proposal are excluded from this rectification process.  

                                                 
11 The Consortium Agreement does not have to be signed at the time the proposal is submitted (see 
“Konsortialvertrag – Vorlage” (Consortium Agreement – Sample)). 
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4.1.5. Support 
 
We recommend contacting the Programme Management early. 
 
Austrian Research Promotion Agency FFG  
Programme Management of the Austrian NANO Initiative  
Sensengasse 1, A-1090 Vienna 
 
Dr. Margit Haas  
tel: 057755-5080 
e-mail:  margit.haas@ffg.at 
 
Mag. Katharina Gugler 
tel.: 05 7755-5081 
e-Mail:  katharina.gugler@ffg.at 
 
 
 
4.2. Evaluation  

4.2.1. Evaluation Experts and Jury Board 
 
The full project proposals are evaluated in several steps; this process is described in Chapter 
4.2.2. 
The following experts / bodies participate in the evaluation process: 
 
International Experts / Jury Board 

�  Evaluation in writing - peer review (min. 3 experts / project application of an RTD 
Project and a minimum of 4 experts of an RPC Type 2) 

�  Hearing (all experts from peer review of one cluster) 
�  Final Experts/Jury Board Decision 

 
Experts/Jury Board 
The Jury Board consists for the 7th call 2011 of the same 4-7 international experts carrying out 
the technical appraisal during the first step of evaluation.   
 
The technical evaluation by international experts is carried out in two steps, an evaluation in 
writing and a hearing. The research projects (BI and BII) are evaluated by at least three 
independent international experts or in case of an RPC Type 2 Project are evaluated by at 
least 4 Experts, who have to sign a Declaration of Confidentiality before starting their work.  
 

4.2.2. Selection Process 
The evaluation process consists of several steps for the full proposal: eligibility check, 
technical appraisal by the Experts/Jury. 
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1. Formal Check / Eligibility Check 

The funding institution checks the formal requirements for each application for funding 
internally. The list of these formal requirements that have to be fulfilled in order for the 
application to be eligible, is published by the funding institution for the funding applicants. The 
FFG – Austrian Research Promotion Agency carries out the check of remediable and 
unrecoverable formal deficiencies as well as the economic check (credit investigation), and 
checks the proposal’s general eligibility for funding as well as its eligible costs internally. 

 
Economic Capacity   
The funding institution examines the economic capacity of the participating enterprises. 
The economic capacity of the industrial partners is highly important with a view to the 
expedient use of the funding provided. Enterprises in immediate danger of insolvency 
cannot be funded.  

 
It is generally foreseen to collect gender-specific data within the framework of the programme 
action lines. 
Enterprises in immediate danger of insolvency or already insolvent cannot be funded. 
 

2. Technical Evaluation 
The project proposals are evaluated in several steps. An equal gender balance is aimed at 
when constituting the expert / Jury panel. 
 

�  2.1. Evaluation in Writing – Peer Review 
Under the Programme Action Lines National cooperative RTD and  
Innovation Projects,  it is necessary to combine the evaluation with an 
external appraisal (peer review), due to the greater complexity of these 
research-intensive projects (under consideration of international research 
standards and also considering their practical and application-related 
relevance).  
The expert panel is selected on the basis of scientific and application-specific 
qualifications. 
Each RTD project is evaluated in writing by at least three or four (depending 
on the RPC Type) international evaluators, by means of specific evaluation 
forms based on the “General Catalogue of Criteria”. 
Before taking up their work as evaluators, the evaluators have to sign a 
Declaration of Confidentiality. The result of the hearing / Jury Board is a 
recommendation on the project level, including any obligations and conditions. 
Within the framework of the RTD Cluster Project, there is also, as an 
additional step, the technical debate between evaluators and proposers in a 
hearing.  

�  2.2. Hearing 
Within the framework of hearings, the following points are up for discussion: 
What are the most important points of criticism in the written opinions? 
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Which questions are still open or have not been answered sufficiently in the 
application? 
What differences can be detected between the individual opinions, and which 
contradictions in the assessment can be detected regarding the individual 
RTD projects, or globally in the respective Project Cluster? 
Which common views are held? 
In case of an Phasing out: Which parts of the RPC (RTD-Projects) should be 
recommended for a Phasing out? Which workpackages or aspects of the RPC 
should be recommended in a Phasing out, if a Phasing out would finally be 
recommended by the Experts/Jury.  
 

The preparation of the final decision is based on the individual opinions of the Experts who 
also act as Jury Board and the essential points of criticism and questions to the project 
partners in the Cluster. 
 

3. Experts Jury Board Meeting 
Within the framework conditions determined by the B MVIT – Federal Ministry of 
Transport, Innovation and Technology , the Experts Jury Board is free in its decisions and 
independent in drawing up its recommendation, including any obligations. The Experts Jury 
Board decides on the basis of the Evaluation Manual on hand, in which both the evaluation 
process and the selection criteria as well as the assessment mode are laid down. The 
Evaluation Manual is authoritative and binding on all players. The following points are 
elaborated in this process: 

Which are the most important points of criticism according to the written 
assessments and to the hearing? 
What are the most important differences between the individual RTD Projects? 
Which questions or aspects could not be sufficiently answered or clarified 
respectively? 
Should any projects be recommended for a Phasing out. 
 

During the discussions at the Experts Jury Board meeting, the members can modify the 
results of their written assessments when giving reasons  and based on the outcomes of the 
hearings in order to arrive at a joint Experts Jury Board recommendation . 
The result of the selection process is a funding recommendation to the respective Minister in 
charge and could also include a recommendation for the submission of an Phasing out, 
including any obligations and conditions. 
 
All applicants will be informed in writing about the outcome and will receive a temporary 
funding offer (planned in December 2011). 
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4.2.3. Safety and Risk Evaluation 
 

IMPORTANT: 
 
Safety and Risk Evaluation  
The ex ante evaluation of the Cluster and the individual research projects by a safety and  risk 
assessment  including toxic (health) risks, environmental risks as well as social and economic 
risks, will also be part of the evaluation. The results of the ex ante safety and risk assessment 
will be considered in the contract negotiations and will be part of the recommendations or 
obligations for the consortia defined in the contract. 
Furthermore the applicants are called upon to proactively describe their safety and risk 
strategy  for the individual RP and the overall RPC with regard to the state-of-the-art and the 
scientific and technically quality. 
 
Background Information  
The Austrian NANO Initiative is a scientific and technology-driven programme, and its activities 
are ambitious in following the aim to develop new materials and new processes for industrial 
applications, e.g. for the development of high-tech novel and smart products utilizing 
nanoparticles and nanotechnology products. Therefore there is a new and greater requirement 
for this programme to address socio-economic, environmental and health risks, also including 
financial aspects, compared to many other programmes active today.  
 
Considering the ambitious nature of the Cluster Project that will be proposed for funding, 
international experts highly recommend including safety and risk aspects as integrative parts 
of the proposal definition in order to encourage the applicants to seriously consider the risks of 
the projects and clusters from a financial point of view, i.e. that the project might fail financially, 
on the one hand, and to consider socio-economic issues on the other. This will lead to a 
greater added value and warrant more emphasis, especially due to the sometimes vast 
economic significance forecast for several of the investigated areas.  
 
The evaluation of human health and environmental risks may be difficult and demanding, as 
these risks have not usually been seriously considered in most technology-driven research 
activities up to now. The situation with nanoparticles and nanotechnologies may also be 
different because of their potentially vast economic importance, and their importance for the 
end user. This could mean large-scale production and a large number of exposed individuals, 
both workers and consumers. Nanoparticles and nanotechnologies have received marked 
attention in the media because of their potential to promote economic growth and prosperity. 
This public attention makes this whole field highly sensitive. 
One important issue is that not much is as yet known about the potential effects these particles 
and the products derived from these technologies have on human health and on the 
environment.  
 
For example ... 
Nanoparticles differ in quality from other types of particles due to their small size that enables 
truly small nanoparticles to enter the cells and tissues relatively freely. Literature on most types 
of nanoparticles is scarce. Lack of information does not mean, though, that the effects of these 
particles and of the products derived from these technologies should not be studied. On the 
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contrary, existing knowledge of many of the nanoparticles suggests that they have the 
potential of harming living organisms and cells, and thus are potentially harmful to human 
health and to the environment. 
 
For the time being, the European attitude toward nanoparticles and nanotechnologies, for 
instance, is at least neutral. These attitudes may easily change, though, as can be seen e.g. 
from genetically modified organisms (GMO's). It would be desirable to be prepared for 
surprises and unexpected findings regarding the features of nanoparticles, since their features 
are of interest not only to industry and the media, but also to various consumer interest groups, 
and both academia and governmental research institutions have directed increasing efforts 
towards exploring the possible effects of these particles. Thus, controlling risks associated with 
the development of these particles and technologies is a well justified safeguard to prevent 
undesirable events from happening.  
 
Safety and risk research is therefore seen as an integral part of research and development of 
new nanomaterials and nanotechnologies. Large research and development projects should 
include risk control and prevention strategies as a matter of course. In many cases this would 
be too demanding a requirement on a single - even a large single - project. But in order to start 
off this process, each Cluster has to reflect on a safety and risk strategy and has to define it in 
the proposal. Furthermore Cluster managers are highly encouraged to cooperate, participate 
or proactively join pertinent future initiatives on the national level initiated by the FFG – 
Austrian Research Promotion Agency or the BMVIT – Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation 
and Technology. 
 
Possible Measures 
Such activities could include: 1) continuously keeping track of new and existing literature on 
the topic; 2) continuously keeping track of new and emerging risks associated with 
nanotechnologies and 3) joint risk controlling strategies for the Clusters. These activities could 
be supported by other safety research initiatives on the national and international level to 
discover the potential risks of the products through research, and to support Austrian 
competitiveness in the respective field.    
 
Studies and acitivities 
The BMVIT - Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology supports 
accompanying measures and has commissioned a study on existing measures in the national 
and international context. The results are published on the web site of the Austrian NANO 
Initiative (www.nanoinitiative.at) and also serve as a basis of information for any coordinated 
activities or measures on the national level. 
The Institute of Technology Assessment carried out the study "Nanotechnology Accompanying 
Measures – State of the Art and Implications for Austria" on behalf of the Austrian Federal 
Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology.  
The entire study is available in German only, but the chapter "Summary and 
Recommendations" is also provided in English.  
It is complemented by the project report of "NANOgesund - Health risks in Nanotechnology"  
(also in German) by the Karl Franzens University of Graz, Joanneum Research and the 
BioNanoNet Forschungsgesellschaft m.b.H. This publication is also available on the web site 
of the NANO Initiative. 
Furthermore comprehensive information is also available on the website of the RTD Project 
“NANO TRUST”, http://www.nanotrust.ac.at.  



 Austrian NANO Initiative  

Guide for Proposers 2011, 7th Call, Research and Technology Development in Project Clusters  Page 54 

The project is carried out by the Institute of Technology Assessment of the Austrian Academy 
of Sciences and is sponsored by the Federal Ministry for Transport, Technology and 
Innovation. These pages set out information on possible health and environmental risks and 
on societal aspects of nanotechnologies. 

 

4.3. Contract Negotiations 
The projects recommended for funding or financing by the Experts Jury Board will receive a 
temporary funding offer by the FFG – Austrian Research Promotion Agency, which they have to 
agree to in writing within one month. After this deadline, they will be invited to contract 
negotiations (probably in January 2012). The contract negotiations are carried out by the FFG – 
Austrian Research Promotion Agency, by order of the BMVIT – Federal Ministry of Transport, 
Innovation and Technology. Any obligations included in the evaluation also have to be taken into 
consideration should the case arise.  
The project start for the selected consortia is scheduled for March 2012. The projects 
recommended for funding or financing respectively will be presented at public and on the web 
sites of the Ministry and of the FFG. 
 
4.4. Disbursement Modalities and Reporting 
 
In Cooperative Projects, the Consortium Agreement has to be sent to the Funding Agency in 

addition when returning the signed contract between the Funding Agency and the Proposer and 

fulfilling all obligations. The next step is the disbursement of the 1st funding rate (starting rate). 

The disbursement modality depends on the duration of the project, with a maximum of annual 

technical and financial reports, or technical and financial reports corresponding to the project’s 

milestones, being required. These reports are followed by a further funding rate if all 

requirements are fulfilled. 

The final parameters of reporting obligations are laid down during the contract negotiations. At 

the end of the project, a comprehensive Final Report (both technical and financial) is required. 

The final rate is disbursed only after formal approval by the FFG’s Auditing Unit on the basis of a 

positive evaluation of the Final Report.  

 
 



 Austrian NANO Initiative  

Guide for Proposers 2011, 7th Call, Research and Technology Development in Project Clusters  Page 55 

 

5. CONTACT 

5.1. Programme Owner  

 
 
BMVIT Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology 
Unit III/I5 
Renngasse 5, A-1010 Vienna 
http://www.bmvit.gv.at 
fax +43 (0) 1 71162 65 2230 

Responsible for the programme: 

Michael WIESMÜLLER 
tel. +43 (0) 1 71162 65 3501 
e-mail: Michael.Wiesmueller@bmvit.gv.at 

Contact: 

Alexander  POGÁNY 
tel. +43 (0) 1 71162 65 3203 
e-mail:  Alexander.Pogany@bmvit.gv.at 

 

 

 
 

5.2. Programme Management 

 
FFG Austrian Research Promotion Agency 
Department for Thematic Programmes 
Sensengasse 1, A-1090 Vienna, Austria 
http://www.ffg.at  
fax +43 (0) 5 7755 95080 
 

Contact: 

Margit HAAS 
tel. +43 (0) 5 7755 - 5080 
e-mail : margit.haas@ffg.at 

 
Katharina GUGLER 
tel. +43 (0) 5 7755 - 5081 
e-mail: katharina.gugler@ffg.at  
 
Programme Web Site : www.nanoinitiative.at 
FFG website: www.ffg.at/nano 
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5.3. Coordination of Research Infrastructure Measur es  

Coordination of research infrastructure measures and supplementary information for 
applicants from universities and non-university research institutions: 
 

BMWF Federal Ministry for Science and Research 
 
Daniel WESELKA 
tel. +43 (0) 1 53120 6278 
email: daniel.weselka@bmwf.gv.at  

 

5.4. Contacts in the Federal Provinces 

 
 
Carinthia 
Kärntner Wirtschaftsförderungs Fonds 
(Carinthian Economic Promotion Fund) 
Heuplatz 2, A-9020 Klagenfurt 
www.kwf.at 

Contact: 
Ing. Robert RAINDL 
tel. +43 (0) 463 55800 43,  
e-mail: raindl@kwf.at  
 

 
Lower Austria 
Im Auftrag des Amtes der Nö. Landesregierung 
(on behalf of the Government of Lower Austria) 
Technopol-Manager Wiener Neustadt 
Viktor-Kaplan-Straße 2, A-2700 Wiener Neustadt 
www.ecoplus.at  

Contact: 
Rainer GOTSBACHER 
tel. +43 (0) 2622 82314-30, Fax: +43 (0) 2622 82314-44 
e-mail: r.gotsbacher@ecoplus.at 

 
Upper Austria 
Im Auftrag des Amtes der Oö. Landesregierung 
(on behalf of the Government of Upper Austria) 
CATT Innovation Management GmbH  
Hafenstrasse 47-51 
A-4020 Linz 
http://www.catt.at  

Contact: 
Wilfried ENZENHOFER 
tel.: +43-(0)732/9015-5424, Fax: +43-(0)732/9015-5421 
e-mail: enzenhofer@catt.at  
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Salzburg 
Innovationsservice Salzburg  
(Innovation Service Salzburg) 
Julius-Raab-Platz 1, A-5027 Salzburg 
www.innovationsservice.at 

Contact: 
Alfred URBAN 
tel. +43 (0) 662 8888 436  fax: +43 (0) 662 8888 616  
e-mail: Eleitner@innovationsservice.at 

 
Styria 
a) Amt der Steiermärkischen Landesregierung 
(Office of the Provincial Government of Styria) 
Unit 3 – Science and Research  
Trauttmansdorffgasse 2, A-8011 Graz 

Contact: 
Mariana TRÜCHER 
tel.  +43 (0) 316 877 5438, fax: +43 (0) 316 877 3998 
e-mail: marina.truecher@stmk.gv.at 
 

b) Steirische Wirtschaftsförderungs GesmbH 
(Styrian Business Promotion Agency) 
Nikolaiplatz 2, A-8020 Graz 

Contact: 
Hans-Jörg HÖRMANN 
tel.  +43 (0) 316 7094 217, fax: +43 (0) 316 7094 94 
e-mail: Hans-Joerg.Hoermann@sfg.at 

 
Tyrol 
Tiroler Zukunftsstiftung 
(Tyrolean Future Foundation) 
Kaiserjägerstrasse 4a, A-6020 Innsbruck 
www.zukunftsstiftung.at 

Contact: 
Johanna BERNHARDT 
tel.  +43 512 5762 62 -0, fax: +43 512 5762 62 10 10 
e-mail: johanna.bernhardt@zukunftsstiftung.at  
 

 
Vorarlberg 
WISTO (Vorarlberger Wirtshaftstandort GmbH) 
(Vorarlberg Business Location GmbH) 
Stadtstrasse 33, A-6850 Dornbirn 

Contact: 
N.N. 
tel. +43 (0) 5572 55252 11; fax: +43 (0) 5572 55252 6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

* * * 
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6. ANNEX 

6.1. Design of the Austrian NANO Initiative  

6.1.1. Project Types and Programme Action Lines  
 
Since 2004, the NANO Initiative has been funding nanosciences and nanotechnologies and as 
a generic programme has been offering structural framework conditions, using the concept of 
programme action lines for types of projects in its programme terminology.  
Under these programme action lines, certain objectives such as networking, creating critical 
masses, cooperation between enterprises and scientists, internationalisation, exploitation of 
critical ideas, or building up qualified human resources, are pursued.  
The programme action lines are defined via types of projects with clearly differentiated 
characteristics. They are dealt with in separate calls, following the defined programme 
objectives with their structure and their specific characteristics.  
The Austrian NANO Initiative comprises the following programme action lines, subdivided 
according to types of projects: 
 

 
Individual projects can also be submitted at the FFG's General Programmes department. 
These projects are predominantly designed to attract small and medium-sized enterprises to 
using nanotechnologies. The regulations of the FFG's General Programmes apply. 
 
 
Project Type RTD in Cooperation  
 
Programme Action Line National RTD Projects 
 
The objective of the national RTD and innovation projects is to develop new procedures and 
applications within the framework of Project Clusters,  building on findings from the 
nanosciences. In these Project Clusters, several research institutions and enterprises 
cooperate in multiannual projects, ranging from basic research to industrial research and 
technology development (cluster characteristic). 
Project proposals can be submitted during calls for proposals. Only consortia in which 
enterprises and research institutions cooperate are eligible for participation. An international 
Jury of experts evaluates the project ideas and selects the best projects for funding. 

 
Project type RTD in Cooperation  
 
Programme action line:  National RTD Projects 
1. RTD Project Cluster (Type 1 and Type 2) 
2. Add–on Projects to Existing RTD Project Cluster  
 
Project type RTD in Cooperation  
 
Programme action line:  Transnational RTD-Projects 
Funding of transnational cooperation within European Research Area Networks   
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Programme Action Line Transnational RTD Projects 
Within the framework of the European Research Area Networks (ERA-NETs), transnational 
cooperations are funded. National funding programmes of the partner countries represented in 
the respective ERA-NET are accessible to transnational consortia. Proposals are submitted 
during calls. 
 
 
In Addition to the Programme Action Lines … 
 
Additional Accompanying Measures support the strategic focus of the NANO Initiative. 
Funding and financing is provided for instance for specialised studies, strategic concepts, 
technology foresights and analyses. Results of studies under these measures can be 
consulted to design national, strategic accompanying research programmes. 
 
 

6.1.2. Programme Carriers, Bodies, Functions and Pa rtners   
The Austrian NANO Initiative focuses  on a series of funding initiatives of the Federal 
Ministries and the Federal provinces in the field of nanosciences and nanotechnologies. The 
cooperation between the individual funding institut ions  is based on a jointly formulated 
objective and an agreed implementation plan. 
 
The activities of the Austrian NANO Initiative were carried by four bodies which acted 
jointly : 
 

o Scientific and Technical Advisory Board:  strategic orientation of the Initiative 
o Steering Committee:  additional advice to the strategic orientation with regard to 

international recent development 
 
The Scientific and Technical Advisory Board (STAB)  consists of internationally and 
nationally renowned personalities from the fields of “science and research“, “business and 
enterprises“, and “international organisations“. 
 
The members of the Advisory Board have the following tasks: 
 

o Making recommendations to the Steering Committee on the strategic and thematic 
orientation of the Austrian NANO Initiative, 

o Contributing to the programme evaluation  and suggesting international experts  to the 
Steering Committee, as well as  

o Exchanging experience regarding best practice  with the Steering Committee. 
 

 
 
 

6.1.3. Programme Partners 

The Austrian NANO Initiative is implemented and coordinated by the FFG, the Austrian 
Research Promotion Agency, by order of the BMVIT (Federal Ministry of Transport, 
Innovation and Technology). The FFG cooperates with several implementation partners in 
the individual programme action lines as for instance the FFG BP, FWF, aws or BMWF. 
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6.2. Budget Breakdown According to Programme Action  Lines 

For all project types and all relevant programme action lines put together, the funding budget 
for the Austrian NANO Initiative amounts to € 2,7 million for 2011  for the time being. 
 

Programme Action Lines and Elements Budget 2011 
k€                       % 

Project type RTD in Cooperation  
 
Programme action line:   
National RTD Projects 
Extension of RTD Project Cluster (Type 1 / Type 2) 
Add–on Projects to existing RTD Project Cluster  

 
1,7 

 
63% 

Project type RTD in Cooperation  
 
Programme action line:   
Transnational RTD Projects 

Funding of transnational cooperations within 
European Research Area Networks   

 
1,0 

 
37% 

Total 2011 2,7 100 % 

 

 

6.3. Flow chart of the selection process 

Table 6: Flow chart of the selection process 
 

STAGE 0a:  Pre-Proposal Submission, Registration, Formal Prop osal Check  Time table  

�  Pre Proposal Submission at FFG before the deadline. Possibility to exclude certain 
persons or organisations from the selection process due to reasons of competition. 

�  Formal check  of the proposal. 

 27 May 

  

STAGE 0b:  Full-Proposal Submission, Registration, Formal Pro posal Check  Time table  

 �  Full Proposal Submission at FFG before the deadline. Possibility to exclude certain 
persons or organisations from the selection process due to reasons of competition. 

�  Formal check  of the proposal 

  27 May 
- 19 Sept. 
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STAGE 1:  Expert Opinion in Writing Time table 

�  FFG appoints experts . FFG is responsible for the experts invitation.  

�  Minimum Requirement:  3 written opinions per individual RTD project in the 
Cluster or Add-on projects. At least a minimum of 4 experts opinion are required 
for the RTD project cluster as such. 

�  Briefing  of experts  (Evaluation manual). Proposals are sent to the experts  

August / Sept 
2011 

�  Experts provide  written  opinions (Evaluation form)  By end of Oct. 

�  NANO Initiative Management Team  compiles individual written opinions and 
points out general agreements and differences. 

Mid Nov 

�  Communication of  the compiled written opinions: The anonymized 
individual written assessments are sent to the proposers  of the RTD Project 
Cluster in preparation for the hearing. To the Experts Jury Board members  the 
assessments are also sent in preparation for the Hearing / Experts Jury Board (not 
anonymized). 

18 Nov 

 

STAGE 2:  Hearing and Experts Jury Board Time table  

�  NANO Initiative Management Team prepares the hearin g 

�  The hearing  with the proposers from the RTD project cluster  (approx. 4 
hours).  

�  FFG invites the RPC consortium and moderates the hearing. 
�  Furthermore FFG invites the Experts Jury Board and representatives of the 

ministry.  

October-
November  

�  Session 1:  Hearing together with proposers of the RTD Project Cluster 
(approx. 4 hours)  

�  The questions are put by the Experts and FFG .  
�  Ministries have observer status with the right to put questions via the FFG 

Moderation. 

5 or 6. Dec. 

�  Session 2:  Experts Jury Board: Closed session of the review p anel after 
the hearing (approx. 4 hours)  
�  The condensed results  of the hearing are presented. Content input by FFG. 

Coordination and moderation of the Experts Jury Board by FFG.  
�  Experts Jury Board  appoints one member as speaker. All Experts discuss 

the RTD Cluster based on their written opinions and information provided in 
the hearing. The Experts Jury Board is then providing recommendations 
and obligations, an ranking list of the individual projects and if 
applicable an recommendation for Phasing Out.  FFG is responsible for 
the on-line preparation of the Experts Jury Board minutes. 

FFG is sending all documents and the final minutes to all Experts Jury Board 
members. 

6 or 7. Dec 

 



 Austrian NANO Initiative  

Guide for Proposers 2011, 7th Call, Research and Technology Development in Project Clusters  Page 62 

 

STAGE 3:  Funding Decision Time table  

�  Legally binding funding decision and recommendation  for Phasing out by the 
BMVIT.  

End of 
December 

  

STAGE 4:  Offer for Funding and Contract Negotiation Time table  

�  FFG is sending the official funding offer  to the successful RTD Projects of the 
Cluster. 

�  Proposers  submit a signed consortium agreement and accept the funding offer. 

�  Start of contract negotiation  between FFG and successful consortium. 

from 
January 
onward 

  

STAGE 5:  Phasing out  (if applicable) Time table  

�  FFG is inviting the RTD Project Cluster to submit an Phasing out concept  

�  Proposers  submit a signed Phasing out application at the deadline 09 February  
2012. 

�  Decision finding and contract negotiation  at the end of March 2012. 

End of 
December 
 
Deadline:  
09. 
February 
2012  

 
 


